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ALBRI@HT: KING ABDULLAH GEN! 
WITH OUR APPROACH TO TOPPLE 




'j In Aqaba , fair weather at night ^ 
| and warm during the day. Winds | 
- will be northerly moderate and. ■/ ■I 


AGREES 

REGIME 


Secretary of State Madeleine 
Albright said that His Majesty 
King Abdullah "agreed general- 
ly" with the United States' 
approach to overthrow the cur- 
rent regime in Iraq. 

Speaking on American televi- 
sion oil Monday, Albright said 
that she had n discussion with 
King Abdullah about Iraq when 
she met him in Amman last 
week, “we have felt that not 
only should we contain Saddam 
Hussein, but we should work 
towards regime change. The 
Crown Prince, now King, agreed 
generally with our approach," 
she told ABC news (See also 
page G). 

Responding to a question 
about the threat posed by Iraq 
to Jordan. Albright accused 
S .id (I a in Hussein of “throwing 
down the gauntlet'' ro other 
Arab leaders by calling for their 
overthrow. “1 think that is one 
of the things that helped unite 
a lot of them increasingly in 
looking at our approach as the 
appropriate one. I think in con- 
versations that l had with other 
Arab leaders on that trip, it was 
very clear to me that, ns we 


would put it. that remark by 
Saddam was over the top," she 
told ABC. 

Speaking of King Abdullah, 
Albright said the most impor- 
tant thing for him to do is "to 
cement his ties with his own 
people. His father was very 
good at that." She said rhat she 
was reminded of a quote by for- 
mer Secretary of State John 
Foster Dulles, who met King 
Hussein when he was very 
young, and said. ‘He's a very 
impressive young fellow; bur 
neither he nor his county will 
last very long.' Albright said: 
"Well, dearly. John Foster 
Dulles was wrong. Those peo- 
ple who wonder now about 
King Abdullah will have to take 
his measure and understand 
that he was raised in his 
father's tradition of really being 
a parr of the Jordanian people 
and making sure that the varied 
populations within Jordan are 
united in support of Jordaii as a 
developing country.'' 

Albright said that she was 
truly impressed with King 
Abdullah when she met him in 
Amman last week. 


"He's a young man with 
determination and someone 
who has been raised in his 
father's tradition, “ she told 
CBS television. "I was very 
impressed by his devotion to 
his father and the very simple 
statement of, 1 will carry my 
father's flag.’ which really 
meant, in terms of foreign poli- 
cy, that there would be continu- 
ity, that he would continue to 
work with ns; and in dotnesric 
policy, that he was goiitg to 
reach out and down to his peo- 
ple." 

In terms of economic and 
military aid to Jordan. Albright 
said that President Clinton has 
already announced a package of 
economic and military assis- 
tance. “We will be giving them 
S300 million a year extra for the 
next three years, in addition to 
the S225 million we already 
have budgeted for them. Then 
we will be working with other 
international institutions and 
other countries to make sure 
that the economy of Jordan, 
which really does need help, is 
given that kind of help so that 
the people understand the ben- 


by THE ARAB DAILY, 

WASHINGTON OFFICE 
elks of peace mid also how 
important it is for King 
Abdullah to be able to suc- 
ceed," she told NBC. 

Commenting on King 
Hussein's death, Albright said 
Jordan and the world have lost 
a great and historic lender. She 
said in a public statement “It is 
now for us. the living, to reded- 
icate ourselves to his cause, so 
that all the children of- the 
Middle East will know a future 
free from violence and terror, 
enriched by prosperity and 
pence. By so doing, we will 
iiouor the life and leadership of 
King Hussein in the way he 
would have wanted. 

In explaining her absence 
from King Hussein's funeral on 
Monday, Albright said chat she 
felt it was important to respect 
Muslim tradition which does 
not allow women to attend 
public funerals. She said it 
would have been awkward for a 
Secretary of State to be there 
and not attend the funeral. 

(See AIhriglu's interview with 
AP on King Abdullah on page H) 
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KING'S FUNERAL AND LEGACY LEAD NEWS 
AND COMMENTARY IN THE AMERICAN PRESS 


toy THE ARAB DAILY, 
WASHINGTON OFFICE 

T he major newspapers in the 
United States carried extensive 
coverage and commentaries on 
the late King's funeral, focusing on his 
achievements, legacy and his place in 
history. The following are excerpts 
from the lending stories and editorials 
which appeared on February 9. 1 999: 

The New York Times 

AJiLiajnJjJflgurnftfl Eloquence 

In death. King Hussein was able to 
do once more what he often did while 
living draw together divided men. 
Yesterday in Amman, Jordan, men 
whom the most pressing diplomacy 
could scarcely gather passed one after 
another before the King’s coffin, 
acknowledging, even in their differ- 
ences, the power of the peacemaking 
man. The Syrian President, Hafez al- 
Assntl, paused at the coffin, us did the 
Israeli Prime Minister, Benjamin 
Netanyahu; the President of F.gypt, 
Hosni Mubarak; Bill Clinton, and three 
former American Presidents. Boris 
Yeltsin, weakened by illness, pnid a 
brief visit. Behind a military band and 
an honor guard, that extraordinary 
group walked together through the 
cold, bleached light of Amman. They 
did not succeed in giving the funeral 


pomp. They were captured instead by 
its silent, eloquent modesty, more 
powerful in its way than pomp could 
ever be. 

What mattered in Amman was the 
keen emotion of the moment, and, no 
less, the spectacle of seeing such an 
unrivaled array of powerful faces. It 
was instructive too to watch those 
men in the receiving line where King 
Abdullah accepted their condolences. 
Some approached with a deep cour- 
tesy that was nonetheless informal, 
kissing Abdullah on both cheeks, 
grasping his forearm or his shoulder 
while they shook hands and talked. 
Others seemed to equate the ceremo- 
ny of death with an almost bankerly 
sense of formality. 

The Washington Post 
Mqn <rf.PfiB,£9 

The array of world figures who flew 
into Jordan for King Hussein’s funeral 
yesterday attested to the personal 
esteem in which he was held and to 
the aspiration for peace he came to 
represent. But all this grew out of his 
readiness to learn from experience. 
About what mattered most to him - the 
Hashemitedynasty and the integrity of 
Jordan - he learned a great deal as he 
went along. 

Egypt and subsequently the PLO 
beat him to the peace. table with Israel. 



He gut there himself in 1994. The 
resulting treaty did not produce the 
much-touted peace dividend. For one 
reason, international sanctions against 
Saddam Hussein's Iraq denied Jordan 
its major economic partner to its east. 
Then, the slowdown of peace talks 
that followed Yitzhak Rabin's assassi- 
nation and Binyamin Netanyahu's 
ascension undercut new linkages in its 
west. This is how. at his death, Jordan 
remained a scantily developed, 
resource-poor country in retreat from 
its own tentative structural and demo- 
cratic reforms. A Jordanian opening to 
Iraq awaits larger developments. With 
luck, its opening to Israel and a new 
Palestine could be just one Israeli elec- 
tion away. With more luck, the new 
King Abdullah might undertake to turn 
his father's monarchy which was by 
Arab standards usually moderately run 
into a more authentically constitution- 
al and irreversibly democratic state. 

The Boston Globe 

J.gr.dnn'a hqlqnta 

The death of Jordan’s King Hussein 
and the succession of his son Abdullah 
have drawn international attention to 
the paradox of Jordan's stability in an 
unstable region. King Hussein pre- 
served his embattled state in a danger- 
ous neighborhood by. mastering the 
tricky craft of opening and closing 


safely valves. 

He permitted a certain amount of 
parliamentary activity without unlet- 
tered democracy, a limited freedom of 
speech chat nevertheless shamed tire 
regimes in Damascus, Baghdad, and 
Riyadh, and a relatively relaxed sphere 
ofcivjl society that dill nor have to fear 
the secret police as long as it produced 
no plots to overthrow ihe monarchy. 

But Jordan, precisely because of King 
Hussein's temperate statecraft, is hard- 
ly typical of its legion. It is ironic hut 
true that the new Jordanian monarch, 
Abdullah, is about to be swamped with 
advice in the coming months, yet near- 
ly every government in rhe region is 
more in need or enlightened self-criti- 
cism than Jordan. 

For the most part, the populations 
of the region are becoming dramatical- 
ly younger, poorer, less educated, and 
less likely to have productive employ- 
ment. Peace between Israel and the 
Palestinians is but a first, indispensable 
step toward the drastic social, eco- 
nomic, and political changes that all 
the peoples of the Mideast need. 

Even more crucial, and more difficult 
to achieve, will be the replacement 1 of ' 
tyrannies by accountable, modernizing 
governments that exhibit the same 1 
devotion to the well-being of their cit- 
. izens, . that King Hussein had for 
Jprdanians, 


The Washington . 


fly Pqft nn QnllrcM ’ 

The loss of Jordan's King w- 
deprives Clinton of an ally and ; 
whose influence far surpas«J f 
modest kingdom. In two j; 
cign polity projects or his piw^ 
confronting Iraq and righring H' 
Israeli peace talks as they “S 
Clinton leaned heavily on W*";} 
practical and moral support- | 

The intimacy of these tw> l : 
ships, with Rabin and 
out in small stories told of ** v; 
alone. Clinton once mcaN F-; ' 
Rabin's necktie for a Whitt jl. ,. , 
emony because the old 8^1 ... 
learned ro do it. properly ; 
Today national security a*#*; , 

R. “sandy" Berger deScrib ^E 
president, before enibiaonj(|* 
during October's Wye 
had to wash his hands • . -A 
soap because of |the 
bility to infection" during dlf 1 ^ 

^Clinton delivered no- efe 
Hussein, as he had dope ^ 
Islamic funeral prodded;" 0 . 
for that, nor could; QlnfpRjjj 
non-Muslims accompany 

•bier to the wliltewashej ^ll 

Mosque. Clinton spoke 

Contiprt^ “IF* 
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P arked on Istlklal Street? Almost. One 
would think the whole nation is olTin cars, 
crawling bumper to bumper on their way 
to Raghadan, the headquarters of an historical 
clan; the most prominent in the Tribe of 

^The latter Is the most powerful of all tribes of 

ancient Arabia. . . f H 

Upon arrival at the gate, a visitor must find 
the first parking space available or wait untd 
one is. Off the car and onto a bus packed with 
other men that drives them through the streets 
to the entrance of the clan’s base. By the time 
they are here,' two to four hours have been 
spent from when they pushed down on the 

breaks at Istiklal street. 

Inside the door, there stand In a single <\me 
the men of Ban! Hashem. A mixture of grief and 
tire is dear on their faces, but their backs are 

St Thermit all happens in a minute. You gft to 
■ shake the hand of the King, the next King and 
their brothers' and uncles' offering condolences 
' over the death of a man who made this country 
; vvlipt 1 It is today. A moment of, uplifting Majesty 


that is worthwhile the wait but mixed with the 
heavy sadness that accompanies the duty. 







liaiitei 




But is something missing from the picture? 

Yes. The security. 

The Hasheinires arc so confident that visitors 
are noi frisked, searched or even forced 
through a metal detecting machine. No one 
asks you of your nationality or political orienta- 
tion. A concept that exists nowhere in the 
Middle East, nor in any modern-day state world- 
widel 

The scene is repeated at the Bassman Palace, 
where the women oTBani Hashem stand tall. 

No one knows how many hands the royal 
■ family has touched nor how many kisses and 
hugs accepted since they starred receiving well- 
wishers yesterday. Tomorrow there will be more 
lines, more handshaking, kissing and hugging. 

Where has there been this between the ruler 
and the subject? 

This Is an example for many theoreticians to 
study and an answer to those who ‘worry’ 
about this country's political stability. 

Ramzi E. Khoury 
Editor-in-Chlef 
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U.S. HOUSE PASSES RESOLUTION 


CANADIAN ARMY TAKES 




BLAME FOR CHRETIEN'; 
MISSING LATE 
KING'S FUNERAL 


ELECTING SYRIA'S ASSAD FROM JORDAN 


OTTAWAJAFP) - Thu chief of stafTo^anadaSS 
forces, General Maurice Barit, rook all responsible 
Wednesday for the absence of Prime Minister 2 
Chretien at the funeral nf King Hussein. 

Bari! blamed his own poor planning for Chretien’s 
criticized absence from the funeral. 

Chretien had declined to leave his ski vacatwau 
Canada's British Colombia province, saying there wa 
insufficient time for him to travel to the funeral in Anumi 

On Tuesday, called to the Canadian parliament to explain 
himself to opposition lawmakers, Chretien incorrectly jjM 
that he had not had 24 hours notice between fa 
announcement of Hussein's death and the funeral. 

He said the Canadian army did not have a siiffidenfy 
powerful plane to transport him to Amman in time Tor the 
funeral. 

However, on Tuesday the Canadian press cited anony 
mous army sources who claimed the prime minister mull * 
have had enough time to reach Amman for the funeral ifht 
had wanted to do so. 

Other anonymous sources, cited Wednesday, said that 
the armed torces had been told by Chretien's staff sinu 
Friday, before the king’s death, that the prime minisw 
would not be needing a plane to be kept on standby unnl 
the following Monday. 

Baril. under heavy pressure from Chretien's stafT, accord 
ing to the National Post, held a brief press conference!) 
announce the debacle was his responsibility. 

He also said rhat even if a plane had been available. u 
place, an attempt to transport Chretien to Amman wii’i 
only 24 hours notice in advance would have involved ‘vw 
tight” timing. 

He said Chretien was some six hours away from Otuv.i 
by plane, and the flight from Ottawa to Amman would 
require 13 to 14 hours. 

Civil aviation sources cited in the press Tuesday however 
had said the prime minister would not have needed to 
pass through Ottawa, but instead could have taken amoif 
direct route from his northern vacation locale. 


WASHINGTON (AP) - The U.S. 
House of Representatives 
approved without dissent 
Wednesday a resolution prais- 
ing the lace King Hussein for 
his "enlightened leadership" 
and his efforts to bring peace 
to the Middle Fast. 

The resolution, passed 420- 
0. also expressed U.S. support 
for the new government under 
Hussein's son. King Abdullah 
II. The Senate approved the 
resolution Monday. 

Rep. Ben Gilman, the 
International Relations 
Committee chairman, who rep- 
resented the House at 
Hussein’s funeral Monday, said 
Hussein was a “true survivor" 
who "succeeded througli the 
sheer force of will as well as 
his dedication, his persistence 
and his vision for a brighter 
future.” 

“King Hussein contributed 
to the cause of peace with tire- 
less energy,” the resolution 
said. Congress “extends its 
deepest sympathy and condo- 
lences to the family of King 
Hussein and to all the people 
of Jordan in this difficult time," 
it said. 

The resolution expresses 
"support and best wishes for 
the new government of Jordan 
under King Abdullah" and reit- 
erates a U.S. commitment “to 
strengthening the vital rela- 
tionship between our two gov- 
ernments and people." 

The resolution is to be sent 
to Hussein's family after 
President Bill Clinton signs it. 


Syrian nationals in Jordan were 
called to the polls, yesterday, to cast 
their ballots in a referendum on a 
fifth seven-year term in office for 
President Hafeth Al-Assad. 

"The referendum, which should 
have taken place on Monday, was 
postponed for two days because of 
the death of the late King Hussein, in 
a sign of sympathy from President Al- 
Assad towards Jordan," declared the 
Syrian charge d'affairs, Waheb Jabir. 

“The embassy was decorated espe- 
cially for this occasion, but all deco- 
rations were removed because f his 
Majesty's death,” said Jaber. 

"Syrians in Jordan pledge alle- 
giance to President Hafitli Al-Asad for 
the 5th time," he pointed out. 

Most of the Syrian community in 
Jordan was gathered in front of their 
embassy for their major elections 
day. 

The Syrian Embassy was well pre- 
pared for this event. 

; ..The referendum procedures were 


easy, due ro good organization. 

According to officials estimates the 
Syrian community in Jordan numbers 
120,000 persons. 

T\vo men dressed in Syrian folklore 
costumes, carrying big jugs of juice 
decorated with colorful flowers 
served the crowd. 

“The attendance was great, consid- 
ering that we announced it only once 
in the newspapers. This reaction of 
our community in Jordan, expresses 
its loyalty to our leader Al-Asad," 
Jaber added. 

The chai-ge d'affairs explained that 
"the referendum started at 7 o'clock 
in the morning, everyone received 
the voting card, then stroke a yes fon 
the green circle), or no (on the grey 
circle). The cards were then replaced 
in the box after the embassy's 
employees recorded their names.” 

"Polling ends at 7 o’clock in the 
evening, that is when we will count 
the votes." ....... 

Samar, one • of t£ie embassy's 


employees, said "the people's partic- 
ipation in the referendum is heavy." 

Hasliim Muhyiddeen Al-Mousli, 
manager of administrative affairs at 
the Jordnnian-Syrian Land Transport 
Company, said “this poll is a grea t 
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and special occasion to re-pledge 
allegiance to President Asad, the 
symbol of dignity. On behalf of the 
Jordanian Syrian Land Trnnsport com- 
pany staff and myself, I declare my 
allegiance to our leader, the man who 
postponed the referendum In sympa- 
thy with Jordanians after his brother 
King Hussein’s death. Jordanians and 
Syrians are brothers, we ask God to 
let all issues be solved to reach Arab 
solidarity." 

Hala, said “Tile referendum is very 
easy here at the embassy." 

Silva Battar, at the embassy to vote, 
said "I say a million times, yes for 
President Asad.” 

Ghada Khalil, another voter, sald^ 
“the people are cooperating with the 
embassy's employees in a good man- 
ner. I have been In Jordan for a very 
long time, and when you are in any. 
Arab country you feel that you are in 
your country" 

Jaber said, '(Relations between the 
Jordanian , government -.and the 


embassy Is good, despite our govt* 
menl's position on normalise 
with Israel.” '■ / 

He added that "our position i§»j 
clear regarding the Palestinian*® 
Jordanian nations who are cons ™T 
the most conscious nations in 
area." . 

He declared that "despite ** 
political disagreements 
two countries oil normalizatidn . 

Israel, the continuing of gM i 

tions between the two nations j 
last forever. No one in Jordan not j 
Syria can harm this relation ship- 
"Yasser Al-Admeh.Was nflrtJF 
under the flag of his • 

Faisal. There are historical .PfT 

between us,” pointed Jaber. . : 

Black coffee and . sweets | 
offered welcoming the eXpam$*'. \ 
Kjng Faisal was. the ^brother. olg j 
King : Hussein’s grandfatljefi , 
' Abdullah', V 1 •i.'-jLi 
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His Majesty King Abdullah 
received yesterday a tele- 
phone call from the Libyan 
President Muammar Qaddafl 
in which lie expressed his sh- 
eerest condolences over the 
death of late King Husseiug. 
Qaddafi praised the late King 
on his stands for Arab unity 
and his service of Pan-Arab 
and Islamic issues. 


COSTA RICAN 
EBMMNT 

His Majesty, King Abdullah 
Bin Al Hussein received the 
following cable from the 
President of the Republic of 
Costa Rica: 

"Your Majesty King Abdullah 
Bin Al Hussein, King of The 
Hashemite Kingdom of Jordan. 


On behalf of myself, the gov- 
ernment, and the people of 
Costa Rica I express my deep- 
est sorrow and solidarity over 
the death of His Majesty King 
Hussein. 

I am certain that Your 
Majesry will follow in your 
father's Toot-steps for peace 
among nations and strengthen 
the friendly ties between our 
two peoples. 

In these moments I express 
to Your Majesty my respect 
and appreciation." - Petra. 


THE UN 

The Philippines' ambassador 
to the UN addressed a mes- 
sage to the special session 
held Monday to honor the 
memory of His Majesty Late 
King Hussein, in which he 
praised the King for his 
achievements and efforts for 
peace. Hereafter the text of 


this message: 

“We were shocked by the 
news of the great loss of a 
great man. A descendant of 
Royal dynasty. His Majesty was 
modest and noble. His Nobility 
is rooted in bis love and 
respect to all humans, and to 
his full dcvntiuii to peace. He 
was a great leader and a man 
who worked hard for his peo- 
ple and for peace. 

On behalf of the Asian 
Group, 1 would like to convey 
my condolences to His Majesty 
King Hussein's family, and to 
the government and people of 
Jordan. 

The man we have lost was 
one of the most prominent 
supporters of peace. We ail 
have lost a great leader and 
diplomat. 

I would like to pay my trib- 
ute to the man whose experi- 
ence is as old as our Group. It 
has been full of challenges and 
risks, and been indeed a 


source of inspiration to all rff 
us. 

The Late King over came mal- 
ice and prejudice. He defied 
death and ignored his pains for 
the sake of peace." - Petra. 


His Royal Highness. Crown 
Prince, Hamza received the 
following cable from the Emir 
of Qatar, Sheikh Hamad Bin 
Khalifa Al-Thani: 

"Your Royal Highness. 
Crown Prince Hamza, peace be 
upon you and God's blessings. 

On the occasion of your des- 
ignation as Crown Prince of 
the Hashemite Kingdom of 
Jordan, I express my warmest 
congratulations, wishing Your 
Highness good health and 
happiness, and Jordanian peo- 
ple continued development 
and prosperity." - Petra 


ATTITUDE PROBLEM? 


By THE ARAB DAILY 
— - REPORTERS 

Iraq's attitude regarding the death of Late 
King Hussein surprised Jordanians and the 
world. The announcement by the official 
media of the late King's passing away was 
brief without any comment. 

Foreign news agencies reported that 
even one day after King Hussein's death, 
ine silence in Iraq was stunning; there was 
no word of condolence." The Iraqi delega- 
1 011 rhat attended King Hussein's funeral 
was not up to the level of the solid ties 
ctween the two countries, some com- 
mented. Another negative sign was that 
aghdad did not announce an official 
m ^^ n 8 as many other countries did. 
Political analysts agreed on the fact that 


the Iraqi President could not leave his 
country, due to the international sanctions, 
a danger to his life, dangers to his country 
and the presence of certain personalities at 
the funeral. 

But Tbreq Masarwah, a prominent politi- 
cal analyst, said Iraq was not alone In that 
attitude. "Lebanon simply sent its Interior 
Minister to-the event, while the Lebanese 
official television did not mourn until the 
Syrian channels did so, meaning that Beirut 
follows Its powerful neighbour Damascus. 
This is the most degrading and lowest 
political standard," exclaimed Masarwah. 

In addition, the ailing Russian President 
came to Amman for a simple reason: to 
Impose his country's presence amongst 

other. superpowers. - „ . . . Al 

Jordan University professor, Faisal Al 


White revolution, 
a new old concent 

Some observers think that the young King is new to politics 
forgetting that his father, the late King Hussein, was much 
younger when lie ascended the Throne. 

But things have changed since. King Hussein built a country of 
institutions on solid foundations, and now King Abdullah 
promises to reinforce these institutions nnd develop the system. 

The King has many challenges ahead, starting with the need to 
further the economy while hitting hard oil corruption, poverty 
ami unemployment, and ending with an ever problematic peace 
process between Palestinians and Israel. 

The latter depends on the coming hot month nf May. which 
promises major events, such as the Isiaeli elect ions, the declara- 
tion nf a Palestinian State and whatever the American President's 
trial may bring. 

On the local scene, the government of the Late King must 
resign now allowing hi in to appoint his own. 

The new government, oven if formed by the same prime min- 
ister, will have a heavy burden on its shoulders as it lias to bring 
new solutions to a collection of old problems. People need to 
see major changes starting with faces, passing through programs 
and ending with viable actions. 

His Majesty the late King Hussein had stressed on the need to 
change our method of handling crises. He line! called tor “A White 
Revolution” bringing reforms; a directive still awaiting imple- 
mentation. 

To achieve the broken promise, a new government should | 
have new blond with new policies. 

That can only he achieved by hiring ministers for reasons that 
do nut go beyond their qualifications. 

This condition, if mot, is hound to launch the white revolution 
King Hussein wanted to sec. 
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Rfou’h, said that the participation of Iraqi 
Vice-President Tbha Muhi Al-Din Ma'rouf, 
who traveled by land from Baghdad, is 
enough proof of Iraq's concern during 
these sad days. Rfou’h showed understand- 
ing on the absence of Saddam Hussein dur- 
ing the funeral and the difficulty In travel- 
ing outside Iraq under the current circum- 
stances In his country. 

According to lawyer Ahmad Al-Najdawi, a 
Baathist, “Iraq's representation should have 
been at a higher level, due to the solid ties 
between the two countries. But the current 
political situation In Iraq prevented such a 
presence". 

"Iraq insisted to be there at any possible 
level to prevent rumors that could affect 
the relations between the two brothers," 
Nqjdawi said. 
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His Majesty King Abdullah received, yesterday. President of 
Djibouti Haj Hassan Joulid who offered his condolences over the 
death of the late King Hussein. 




The Saudi ambassador in Washington, Prince Bandar Bin Sultan 
left Amman on Wednesday accompanied by His Royal Highness 
Prince Faisal Bin Turki after offering their condolences to His 
Majesty King Abdullah over the death of King Hussein. 
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Lebanese Prime Minister, Salim Al HoM^ha^e^accompanied del 

!®ft A m,n<,n : Wf f • n'il ol en ces l« 

His Majesty King Abdullah oji the death of the Late King Hussefn. 



Lebanese Former Prime Minister, Raflq Hariri and the accompn 
nied delegation left Amman yesterday after offering their ton*' 
lences to His Majesty King Abdullah on the death of the Late King 
Hussein. 


FORMER LEBANESE PRESIDENT, QATAR 
FIRST LADY ARRIVE IN AMMAN 


NEW DEVELOPMENTS ON OLD POLICIES 
EXPECTED UNDER KING ABDULLAH 


Jordan's now King Abdullah, 
who was thrust into powei after 
his father King Hussein's death, 
has to deal with many thorny 
problems, not least Jordan's 
uneasy relations with some 
Arab states. 

Jordan, whose traditional 
alliance with the West has sur- 
vived crises like the Gulf Wbr, 
when Amman was accused of 
taking a pro-Iraqi stance, has 
had Us ups and downs in rela- 
tions with the Arab nation. 

Only last month did Kuwait 
accept Jordan’s request to 
reopen the Kingdom’s embassy 
in Kuwait, thus ending eight 
years of severed diplomatic ties 
between the two sides. 

The Gulf War dealt a severe 
blow to Amman in its relations 
with the Gulf. 

Also, a couple of years passed 
after the Gulf War before the 
United States and Europe for- 
gave Amman for its stance in 
the crisis that shook the whole 
region. 

New King Abdullah, 37, takes 
the reins of power at a time 
when Amman is beginning to 
see results For its serious efforts 
to improve relations witli the 
Gulf, with whom the Kingdom 
enjoyed particularly strong ties 
before the 1990-91 crisis. 

For several years. Amman has 
depended on Gulf nations, 
especially Saudi Arabia, for 
financial aid. Shortly before his 


death, King Hussein said that 
"Arab friends” have helped him 
personally to sustain the 
Hashemites' royal lifestyle. 

There have been several indi- 
cations of a near total rap- 
prochement between Jordan 
and the Gulf. 

When the late King Hussein 
named King Abdullah as heir to 
the throne, high-ranking Gulf 
officials fleW to Amman to 
extend their congratulations to 
King Abdullah, expressing confi- 
dence in strong and “brotherly" 
relations. 

The Saudi leadership has 
pledged to support Jordan in 
these trying times, both politi- 
cally and financially, officials say. 

Saudi Crown Prince Abdullah 
personally attended the funeral 
of the late King, which was 
attended by scores of world 
leaders, both enemies and 
friends gathering to pay their 
last respects to one of the 
world’s leading elder states- 
men. 

Jordan hits uneasy ties with 
two of its immediate neighbors. 
Iraq and Syria. 

Damascus is one of the 
strongest opponents of Jordan's 
peace treaty with Israel. 

Syrian-jordanian relations hit 
rock bottom when Amman 
signed its peace treaty with the 
Jewish state, with Damascus 
accusing Jordan of treason for 
falling out of Arab ranks by sign- 



ing its “unilaterar agreement 
with Israel. 

Also, Syria still hosts top 
Palestinian peace opponents, 
whom Jordanian officials 
accused of having attempted to 
destabilize Jordan in an expres- 
sion of their opposition to the 
controversial peace treaty as 
well as the Palestinian-lsraeli 
Oslo accords, which are sup- 


IRAQI OFFICIAL PRESENTS SADDAM'S CONDOLENCES 
TO IORDAN'S EMBASSY IN BAGHDAD 


3L*a*r 


Former Lebanese President Elias 
Hrnoui and Ills wife arrived in 
Amman yesterday ro offer their con- 
dolences to His Majesty King 
Abdullah over the death of the late 
His Majesty King Hussein. They were 
received at Amman Civil Airport by 


Minister of Education Fawzi 
Gharaibeh. Senator Taller Masri and 
a number of officials. In a statment 
to Lhe press, Hraoui said: “ I came to 
Jordan because of the feelings of 
love and respect that I hold for the 
late King." He also expressed his 


best wishes for King Abdullah in 
leading Jordan. 

Earlier in the day. the Former 
Lebanese President Amin Jmayyel 
and his wife arrived in Amman too 
for the same purpose. 

They were received at Queen Alia' 


International Airport by Minister of 
Public Works Nasser Louzi - Petra. 

Her Highness Sheikhah Mouzah 
Bint Nassir Al-Misnid, wife of the 
Emir of Qatar, His Highness Sheikh 
Hamad Bin Khali fah Al-Thani, arrived 
in Amman yesterday to offer her 


condolences to ,» cmb ' aIs yi n Baghdad for the 

the death of. Hi^ Maj esI T. •; gM- { ca th of King Hussein through a representative. 

King. Hussein.,'! \ §£ 1110 directQr of the president’s office came to 

d -«,ii^H bv- so# C embas$ y t0 Present his condolences in die 

She ^s.reeen^dby.^^. m ofPresldent Saddam Husseln - an embassy 




’ fcS* “'"•‘"““dor to Iraq (R) Hantoud Al- 
" ,a " °* *he Iraqi presidential office Ahmad 

^HDAD. (AFP) — Iraqi President Saddam 
ussein on Wednesday presented his condo- 

P'. l-llLCS 10 lordnn'c .rmhaccii In Dotrh^oH fnr 


ported strongly by Amman. 

While Syria went to the 
Madrid peace conference, 
which signaled the initiation of 
Arab-lsraeli peace talks. 
Damascus was outraged ai 
Amman's "haste" at signing the 
accord, which won Jordan the 
West’s forgiveness over the 
Iraqi issue. 

Jordan's ties with Iraq, how- 


over. took n tilt in 1991, with 
the late King Hussein hosting a 
top Iraqi detector and calling 
for a change in (lie Iraqi regime, 
in line with the US policy oil 
Iraq. 

King Abdullah, with an inter- 
view with Al Hayal newspaper 
last week, said that he tilled out 
a rehabilitation of the Iraqi 
regime at this stage and 
expressed hope of an early end 
to the suffering of Iraqis under 
sanctions. 

King Abdullah's diplomatic 
statement, however, lull short 
of sup pm ting the Iraqi regime, 
thus avoiding any criticism from 
the LIS. which says it is wmking 
on toppling Iraqi Piesiduiu 
Saddam Hussein. 

The new King said that 
Iordan’s foreign policies will not 
change under him and that lie 
will follow in his father’s foot- 
steps. 

Politicians and diplomats say 
that it is likely that King 
Abdullah will strive t«» siiike a 
balance between Jordan's rela- 
tions with the East and with the 
Wcsr. 

While Amman's relat iotis with 
lire West are solid, analysts say 
that there is a lot of room for 
improvement where Jordanians- 
Arab ties arc concerned. 

However, observers believe 
that the new King will soon 
come under many tests llial will 
reveal his political orientation. 



IRAQ PLEDGES 
CONTINUED OIL 
EXPORTS TO JORDAN 


While it is believed that King 
Abdullah will pursue his father's 
mission of strengthening ties 
with the Gulf as well as sup- 
porting Arab-lsraeli ties, what 
turns Jordan’s relations with 
Iraq and Syria is yet unclear. 

"I think that Jordan will per- 
severe in taking advantage of 
this opportunity to clear differ- 
ences with Syria and improve 
Jordanian-Syrinn relations to 
serve the higher joint national 
interests," speculates a colum- 
nist in Al Ra’i daily, referring to 
Syrian President Hafez Al 
Assad's attendance at King 
Hussein's funeral. 

Both Jordanian and Syrian 
officials have voiced optimism 
that a "new page in Jordanian- 
Syrian ties lias been turned". 
Assad himself, who held talks 
with King Abdullah after the 
funeral, has indicated that the 
two sides will ptu their differ- 
ences behind them and work on 
developing "good relations. 
God willing." 

Whether this indicates high 
expectations oi merely cordial 
gestures ro the new King in this 
difficult time is too early to tell, 
as jurda nians are still engrossed 
in mourning Tor the only leader 
most people here have known. 
King Hussein, who died an 
Sunday at the age of 63 after a 
long battle with cancer. 

by Natasha Bukhari - DPA 


IRAQI 
DEPUTY PM 
TO VISIT 
TURKEY 


officials and' thi t Ep: spokesman told AFP. 

in Amman Hussei "’ s dea 


death was briefly announced by _ 


Kalorna racahrai III* condolancai from fbo 
HuM«ln. ATP 

the Iraqi media with a.small biography but with- 
out any commentary. Little-known Iraqi Vice 
President Taha Mohieddin Maruf was sent to 

Amman to attend the funeral. 

Hundreds of Iraqis and Arabs resident In Iraq, 
as well as members of the capital s diplomatic 
corps, descended, on the Jordanian embassy in 
Baghdad to sign their names in the. condolence 

, bOOk : ' 


BAGHDAD, (AFP) - Iraqi Oil Minister Amer Mohammad Rashid on 
Wednesday pledged to maintain the sanctions-hit state's oil exports 
to Jordan. 

"Iraq’s commitment for several years to meet all of Jordan's oil 
and oil products needs is absolute," the minister told journalists 
here. 

"We will continue to provide Jordan with all its needs in crude oil 
and oil products at preferential prices," he said. 

In January, the two countries renewed an oil agreement, first 
signed in December 1996. for 4.8 million tonnes of Iraqi crude in 
1999, or some 96,000 barrels per day. 

Half of the oil is provided free while the rest is set at an average 
price of 8.4 dollars a barrel. The minister said the free oil would be 
worth between “200 and 250 million dollars" In 1999. 

Saudi newspaper Al-Sliarq A!-Awsat on Monday quoted an 
unnamed government official as saying Saudi Arabia was ready to 
supply Jordan with cut-price oil. 

Rashid also said Iraq would "express its appreciation of countries 
calling for a lifting of the embargo," Imposed on Baghdad after the 
1991 invasion of Kuwait, by giving them priority on oil contracts. 

He said "Russia, France and China are among the first friendly 
countries, and there are other countries like Malaysia, Indonesia 
arid Italy who have posidvc positions. 1 ’ 

The contracts come under the UN oil-for-food program that 
allows Iraq to sell limited quantities of crude in return for basic 
products. / 


BAGHDAD. {MV) N'lhi's 
Deputy i’niuc Minister 
I, net} A.'i/ is e\pectcd to 
visit 'linki'v' socm for i.ilks 
on ''common imeiesis," the' 
official IMA. news aye lies 







6 KING IS DEAD / LONG LIVE THE KING 


11-12 FEBRUARY 1999 THEAR 




Asltqelon, Israel (DPA) — An Egyptian man serving a life term in 
nu Israeli prison was released Wednesday after completing 22 
years of his sentence, prison officials in the sou them Israeli city 
of Asltqelon said. 

Mahmoud Al Snwarka, 73, was sentenced to life for planting 
mines on the formerly Israeli-controlled Sinai peninsula which 
killed two Israeli soldiers. 

Israeli President Ezer Wcizinan decided last week to shorten 
jail terms Tor many Arabs as well as Jews who had killed Arabs. 

In line with the decision, Weizman had reduced Sawarka's 
sentence to 25 years. Military officials released Sawarka early for 
good behavior and returned him to Egypt. 


Jl’i-l-'i Wi ■Villi' Itrl Mi LLLu 1 


TEI. AVIV (AFP) — The number of Russians emigrating to Israel 
jumped at least 30 perceni during the past two months com- 
pared to rhe same period n year earlier, officials said Wednesday. 

According to figures compiled by the Jewish Agency which 
oversees immigration, 3,320 immigrants arrived by plane from 
Russia during December and January, compared to 2.220 a year 
earlier. 

An unknown number of Russians also arrived in Israel by sea 
during the same period, the agency said. 

Haim Shcsner, head of the Jewish Agency's immigration 
department, attributed the sudden rise to the economic crisis in 
Russia and said he expected the number to continue rising in 
the coming months. 

The increase broke wirh a trend of recent years which has 
seen a steady decline in the number of new immigrants from the 
former Soviet Union. 

For all of 1998, 46,000 immigrants arrived from the former 
Soviet republics, down from 55,000 the previous year. 

Since 1989, more than 770,000 immigrants have arrived in 
Israel from the former Soviet Union, most settling in the early 
1990s. 


liUll 


TEL AVIV (AFP) — An Israeli soldier was slightly wounded in a 
dash with Hizboilah guerrillas in the Israeli -occupied "security 
zone" in southern Lebanon on Wednesday, military sources said. 

The fighting occurred in the central part of the buffer zone set 
up by the Jewish state to protea northern Israel from anti-Israeli 
guerrillas. 

The soldier was wounded when Hizboilah fighters fired mor- 
tar rounds on an Israeli position. 

Israeli artillery riposted to the attack, the sources said. 

In Lebanon, sources close to the Israeli-allied militia, the 
South Lebanon Army (SLA), said that 10 mortar rounds fired 
from north of the "security zone" had landed on the Israeli- 
Lebanese border without causing any casualties. 


J f I f « V V ' 



MOGADISHU (AFP) — Seven people, including three children, 
were seriously injured when homes and stalls caught fire in a vil- 
lage In southern Somalia, witnesses said Wednesday. 

"Almost all the houses and mini-shops were burnt to ashes on 
Ibesday morning and the famine-stricken villagers of Hawal 
Barbaar [Qansah Dhere district) have been left homeless,” Aden 
lssaq Madobe, an elder in the village, said. 

Five of those injured were in critical condition, he added. 

Fifty homes and 10 shops, along with the meager food sup- 
plies stored there, were destroyed, Madobe said. 


SYRIANS VOTE IN REFERENDUM 
ON ASSAD'S PRESIDENCY 



DAMASCUS (AFP) — Syrians went to the polls 
In a festive atmosphere on Wednesday to cast 
their ballots in a referendum on a fifth seven- 
year term in office for President Hafez al-Assad. 

The referendum, which should have taken 
place on Monday, was postponed for two days 
because of the death of King Hussein ofjordan. 

Assad was a surprise guest at the king’s state 
funeral in Amman on Monday and Syria 
declared three days of official mourning for the 
Jordanian monarch, whose relations with 
Damascus were often strained. 

Parliament approved the 69-year-old Assad 
as the sole presidential candidate last month, 
after rhe ruling Baath party submitted his 
name to deputies. There were no other candi- 
dates. 

The more than 11,000 polling stations 
spread out across the country opened at 7:00 
a.m. (0500 GMT) and are scheduled to close at 
7:00 p.m. (1700 GMT). 

Voting could be extended to 10:00 p.m. 
(2000 GMT), however. 

Syrians aged 18 and over are eligible to vote 
and turnout was high early in the day in the 
capital, Damascus. The results are expected to 
be announced on Thursday. 

Voters are being given a voting slip asking if 
they are "In favour of the People’s Assembly 
candidate Hafez al-Assad for the post of 
President of die Republic." 

A ‘Yes” vote goes in a green-colored drde 
underneath while a “No" vote goes in a grey- 
colored box. 

Mohammad Hazimi, 40, said he had marked 
his ballot with a drop of his own blood after 
pricking his thumb with a pin. "1 warned to say 
'yes’ with my blood because that is what is 
most predous," he said. 

In the nut-up to die referendum, Damascus 
and other cities have been festooned with 



Syrian cHImm cart (heir vole. In Damascus, during 4 he referendum 


flags, portraits of Assad and coloured lights, 
giving the country n festive atmosphere. 

Voters honked their horns and .sang patriot- 
ic songs as they headed ro polling booths here 
decorated with flowers, Syrian flags and por- 
traits of Assad. 

The Syrian media have been playing their 
part in die campaign, airing messages of sup- 
port for Assad from personalities front Syria, 
the Arab world and beyond. 

"Syria Says 'Yes’ to Our Leader Assad" was 
Wednesday's headline in the government 
newspaper Tishrin. 

"Assad Forever" "Yes to die Master of the 
Country," say the banners lunging frnm public 
buildings. 


The estimated one million Syrians^;* 
neighboring Lebanon were also eligiblf&v: 
on Wednesday and headed in large nunir : 
polling stations opened across the com 
Traffic jams developed outside the ita*. 
ing centers set up in the Lebanese c?-. 
Beirut, residents said. 

Syrian soldiers, some of the 35J30K". 
contingent deployed in Lebanon, firck 
sinnal celebiatory gunshots into their a 
llte Heimi seafront promenade. 

Assad, who was bom in northern Syk 
die coastal town of Latakia in 1910. 
power in November 1970. He wasfintde 
president in February 1971, and ref«u.' 
1978. 1985 and 1992. 


IRAQ CALLS FOR DIALOGUE WITH ARAB! 
DENIES THREATENING NEIGHBORS 


CAIRO (AP) — A senior Iraqi official was quot- 
ed on Wednesday as calling on Arab countries 
to begin a dialogue to ease strained relations, 
saying his country poses no threat to its 
neighbors. 

Vice President Talta Marouf spoke to the 
London-based Asharq Al Awsat in an inter- 
view in Amman, Jordan where he led the Iraqi 
delegation to King Hussein’s funeral this 
week, 

"We call for the opening of a new page full 
of trust and cooperation... instead of trading 
insults, accusations and enmities, let us think 
of consolidating the Arab stand,’’ Marouf said. 

Iraqi Foreign Minister Mohammad Saeed Al 
Sahhaf stormed out of a meeting of Arab 
League foreign ministers held in Cairo Jan. 24 
after the ministers refused to condemn the 
mid-December US-British airstrlkes on Iraq. 

The final statement from the 22-nation 
Arab League only expressed "deep concern’’ 
at the use of the military option against 
Baghdad. The strikes came after Iraq ignored 
US and British warnings to cooperate with UN 
weapons inspectors. 

Marouf said Saudi Arabia and Kuwait are 
"sisterly neighbors and geography could not 
be changed so we will remain neighbors and 
call on both sides for more dialogue.” 

Iraq has suffered more than eight years of 


debilitating sanctioiis because of its six 
month invasion and occupation of Kuwait in 
1990-91. 

Marouf assured Iraq’s neighbors that 
Baghdad “does not threaten any of its neigh- 
bors" and said the military movements inside 
Iraq were "absolutely meant for defensive 


Marouf, a Kuril, is not seen 
power base in Iraq, but there have bw* 
signs that the country Is anxious to se- 
ries with its neighbors. 

President Saddam Hussein sent akfl» 
week to League Secretary 
Abdul Meguld, saying Iraq 
stvuaive dialogue " ■ 


BAGHDAD SLAMS BRITISH 
MINISTER'S COMMENTS 


BAGHDAD (AFP) — Iraq’s press on Wednesday slammed comments by prifth .. r’i; . 
Minister George Robertson made during a tour of the Gulf. : >• £jgV'. ; 

"This eccentric individual boasted in Saudi Arabia that his imperialis t 
determined to maintain the no-fly zones and stop 1 Baghdad front ‘ 

neighbors," the Al Jumhuriya daily said. • I 

“Iraq is determined to protect its airspace against evil forces 
London and against their aggressions against our country and aerial 
newspaper said. 

Babel daily, run by the eldest son of the Iraqi president, Uday, .i 

ment of the no-fly zones was an aggressive measure... aimed at partitlon^^ £ 
Robertson on Wednesday met Bahraini Emir Sheikh Isa Ben Salman | 

latest leg of a Gulf tour that has included Qatar, Kuwait and Sag di Arabi V . 

In Qatar, Robertson vowed to maintain pressure on Iraqi President Sad 
Britain "remains resolute against the continuing danger Saddam repi*****,.. . a 
region," he said. • ’ 
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SAUDI CROWN PRINCE 
UNDERGOES DENTAL 
SURGERY 



RIYADH, Saudi Arabia (AP) - Saudi Arabia's Crown Prince 
Abdullah has undergone successful dental surgery, a royal 
court statement said Wednesday. 

The statement, which did not give details of the operation 
late Tuesday, said that doctors had ordered Abdullah to rest. 

Abdullah, who was born in 1924, has taken care or the day- 
to-day running of the oil-rich kingdom since his half-brother. 
King Fahd, suffered a stroke in November 1995. 


FIVE PEOPLE KILLED 
IN ALGERIA AMBUSH, 
POLITICIAN WOUNDED 

ALGIERS (AFP) - An armed Islamic group killed five people 
and wounded two others in an ambush in eastern Algeria, 
while a parliamentarian was badly injured in anorher attack, 
press reports said Wednesday. 

Among those killed in the ambush in the northeastern 
Tebessa region were a former mayor of Mazraa and a mem- 
ber ofa seir-defense group, or GLD, one of the militias autho- 
rized by the government to resist Islamic insurgents. 

T\vo other people were hurt in the attack on Monday, the 
daily Al Khabar reported. 

Hvo other papers said that a member of parliament from 
the minority Rally for Culture and Democracy (RCD) party. 
Abdou Amarouche, was shot and seriously hurt on Hiesday at 
Ighram village in the Bouira region, 1 20 kilometers east of 
Algiers. 

Amarouche was walking into a cafe when unidentified peo- 
ple in a car opened fire on him. the dailies Al Khabar and El 
Wbtan reported. 

The RCD has called for a boycott of early presidential elec- 
tions called by the army-backed regime of President Liamine 
Zeroual for next April. The poll had initially been called for 
this month, but was postponed when several opposition par- 
ties said they lacked the time to prepare for it. 

Algeria has been wracked by violence since the military- 
backed regime in January 1992 cancelled the second round of 
elections that the now-outlawed Islamic Salvation Front had 
been poised to win. 

The bloodshed has claimed more than 70,000 lives, civilian 
and military, since then, according to estimates by western 
observers. 

The official casualty toll in Algeria stands at around 25,000. 


GERMANY PROMISE] 
CONTINUED AID 
TO YEMEN 


SANAA (R) — German Foreign 
Ministerjoschka Fischer said on 
Wednesday that the recent kid- 
napping of Germans in Yemen 
had not damaged bilateral ties. 

Fischer, in Sanaa on the first 
leg of a Middle East tour, urged 
Yemen to keep up moves 
towards greater democracy and 
promised continued German 
assistance to the impoverished 
nation on the southwestern 
edge of the Arabian peninsula . 

Bagammul said Germany, one 
of Yemen’s biggest bilateral 
donors, provides aid worth 45 
to 60 million marks (526 million 
to S34 million) a year. 

Fischer, speaking after meet- 


ing President Ali Abdullah 
Saleh, said his talks in Yemen 
had covered Middle East peace 
efforts, the Iraq issue and the 
border conflict between 
Yemen's Red Sea neighbors 
Eritrea and Ethiopia. 

He was also due to visit 
Israel, the Palestinian territo- 
ries, Lebanon, Jordan and 
Egypt. 

A German woman and her 
son were freed on Monday after 
a tribal leader negotiated their 
release. They had been taken 
hostage along with the 
woman's daughter on Jan, 26. 
The daughter, married to a 
Yemeni, was released earlier. 


I am glad that the kidnap- 
ping episode lias not damaged 
our relations." Fischer luld a 
joint news cun I ere lice with 
Foreign Minister Abdul Qader 
Bagammnl. "The peaceful out- 
come of the kidnapping was of 
tremendous importance.” 

Fischer thanked the Yemeni 
government for its part in 
securing the release of the 
Germans, who were among 
more than 30 foreigners 
abducted in Yemen in the past 
two months. 

Three Britons and an 
Australian were killed in 
December when Yemeni troops, 
stormed their kidnappers' hide- 


our. All the other hnj^ 
foreigners have been fad. 

"We absolutely reject t,' 
lence and acts of teiri 
Fischer said, adding i 
Germany hoped to «ahi- 
existing security coop«& 
with Yemen, including p- 
sion of police equipment 

Bagammul said touriso: 
Yemen would be in no dangn/ 
they traveled in groups 
heeded the security adriut 
the tourism minor 
“Terrorism is a worldwide^ 
nomenon, We must all coc;* 
ate to contain the spear, 
terrorism," he said, 


YEMEN TERROR TRIAL 
JUDGE ACCEPTS STATE 
DOCTOR'S TESTIMONY 


ADEN, Yemen (AFP) — The judge pre- 
siding over the trial of six foreigners 
accused of plotting terrorism in Yemen 
lias accepted a defense request to call 
the state doctor who examined the men 
as a witness. 

The move comes amid allegations of 
violent beatings and other torture 
while the men were in custody. The 
men say their confessions were extract- 
ed under duress and were signed while 
they were blindfolded. 

The doctor, Yemeni national Fund Al 
Tahlri, will appear before the court to 
testify to what he saw when he exam- 
ined the men in custody. 

The details of his medical report, 
written after the examination, arc still 
not clear because the defense has only 
been permitted intermittent and limit- 
ed access to the prosecution's papers. 

The families of the accused; five 
Britons and an Algerian, had flown in a 
British doctor to examine the men and 
back-up the claims of torture. But he 
was denied access and left Yemen after 
a few days. 

Dr Saddaf Alam, a general practition- 
er in Manchester, earlier told AFP some 
of the men were also suffering from 
existing medical conditions that need- 
ed urgent medical attention. 

He also suggested the men might be 
suffering from psychological trauma. 
He said they appeared distant, expres- 
sionless and “shell-shocked" during the 
Trial's first hearing. 

But he reported seeing widespread 
bruising on some of the men when he 
first saw them in court. "There is no 
way they are self-inflicted/Vhe said at 


the time. 

He was replaced by British Homo 
Office pathologist Dr. Chris Miiruy. who 
was also denied access to the men. But 
lie described the claims of torture as 
“very persuasive.'* 

“There are allegations of torture 
which at face value are very persuasive. 
They [the detainees] are describing 
well-recognized torture techniques lie 
said. 

“The examination rliey got in prison 
was wholly inadequate. There was no 
physical examination and they were 
just asked If they were okay, in the 
presence of their alleged torturers," he 
said. 

The families’ lawyer, Briton Michael 


McColgan, who has seen the wot 
prison, was told by four out off- 
Britons that they suffered prolonjc 
beatings, electric shock, sleep dop® 
rion and other torture. 

The Yemeni authorities allege t* 
group, arrested in late December,^’ 
sent to the couutry by London-bikl 
Islamic firebrand Abu Hamza AIM 
to ho ml) a series of British t ; 
American targets around this south’ 
port city. 

The suspects , Malik Harhra, Nd»- 
Glial Ian, Shahid Butt, Samad Ahet 
Clin la m Hussein, and Algeria!)^ 
Abdul Rnli man , have pleaded 
guilty. _ 

The trial resumes Saturday. 


BRITISH AIRWAYS 
DELAYS FLIGHTS 
TO YEMEN 


SANAA (R) — - British Airways has put off the planned start of flights .tfl 
due to recent kidnappings of foreigners, its international risk advise?, 
Wednesday. 

British Airways is proceeding with planning for the start-up of 
Yemen from the- start of the 1999 winter schedules [on Nov. lJif-Alp 
told Reuters iti Sanaa. 

We were considering start-up with the summer schedules [oh, April I 
In the light of the kidnapping problems and a fall-off iri thiveliWedec 

postpone It for a few months.” ■ 

British Airways Is planning two flights a week to Sanaa 9 
Mediterranean city of Alexandria, to be operated by its franchise,^ 
British Mediterranean Airways. ' : V y 
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grand sheik of azhar 

WANTS TO BAN MARRIAGE 
OUTSIDE COURT 

CAIRO, Egypt (AP) — The top Islamic cleric in Egypt is urging the 
government to ban weddings conducted outside the courts, say- 
ing traditional, or "orfi." marriages do not confer adequate pro- 
ton on wives, a newspaper reported Wednesday. 

Sheik Mohammed Sayed Tantawi, the Grand Sheik of Al Azhar _ 
the leading Islamic institute in the Sunni Muslim world _ lias long 
refused to conduct traditional weddings, but his lecture at the 
Cairo International Book Fair on Tuesday night was the first time 
he has called for their prohibition. Tantawi did not say that tradi- 
tional marriages were un-lslamic, the newspaper Al Messa report- 
ed. 

"Although this kind of marriage is correct from an Islamic point 
of view, it means a woman loses the rights to which she is entitled 
by marriage." Al-Messa quoted him as saying. 

“There should be a law which bans this marriage and protects 
girls from its dangers." Thntawi said. 

Many prominent clerics are known to disagree with Tantawi on 
the question of traditional marriages, saying they are legal in that 
they accord with Islamic rules. 

Women activists and civic groups have recently complained that 
traditional weddings are on the Increase, especially among uni- 
versity students who go into them as a means to co-habitate with 
their partners, mostly in secrecy, without breaching Islam's strict 
ban on pre-marital sex. 

The activists say that husbands often abandon their wives short- 
ly after a traditional wedding, without divorcing them officially. 
This leaves the wives in a very complicated situation on legal and 
religious grounds. 

Tantawi Is known to be a liberal sheik and some of his rulings, 
notably on organ transplants, have been criticized by more tradi- 
tional clerics. 
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MILITANTS 
PLANNED 
TO INVADE 
PRISON 
OUTSIDE 
CAIRO 
WITH 
GLIDER 


Cairo (DPA) - Egypt's Afghan-trained Moslem 
extremists were planning an nirdtop operation 
witli a glider to rescue militants held in a prison 
outside Cairo, according to confessions of a 
detained militant, security sources said 
Wednesday. 

Khalcd Abu-Daltnb. a member of Egypt's sec- 
ond-largest militant organization al-Jihad, has 
apparently disclosed in interrogations with the 
Egyptian authorities that Jihad leaders based in 
Afghanistan had asked him to prepare a plan for 
rescuing the prisoners held in Tora jail in the 
outskirts of Cairo in the early 1990s. 

Abu-Dahab, who is being tried along with 106 
other militants since last week by an Egyptian 
military court for plotting to overthrow die gov- 
ernment and carry out assassinations, carries a 
U.S. passport through marriage to an American 
since the mid-1980s and was arrested in 
Octoher last year white trying to leave Egypt. 

He had studied aviation in San Francisco and 


then went to Afghanistan in 1990 for a three- 
month training sponsored hy al-Jihad on using 
sailplanes, or gliders, according to the pan-Arab 
daily newspaper Al-Hayat. 

Abu-Dahab, according tu the security sources, 
had confessed that he was assigned the job in 
Afghanistan and the plan was to land in Tbia 
prison with a glider that took off from the adja- 
cenr Cairo hills of Mokattam to free imprisoned 
fellow-militants by force. 

The defendant said the plan was never exe- 
cuted due to ■'difficulties” the groups faced in its 
confrontation with the Egyptian authorities 
which led him to go back to the United Stales 
where he was in charge of linking Egyptian mil- 
itants abroad with those living in Egypt. 

Many of the militants being tried with Abu- 
Dahab had received military training in 
Afghanistan and later moved to Europe to fight 
beside the Moslems in foimer Yugoslavia 
against the Serbs, according to security sources. 


PLANE CARRYING KUWAITI FM DELAYS 
LANDING WHEN WING FLAPS FAIL 


LONDON (AP) — A military air- 
craft carrying Kuwait’s deputy 
prime minister was forced to 
circle London's Heathrow 
Airport for 30 minutes Friday 
after Its wing flaps failed to 
lower automatically as the pilot 
tried to laud, aviation officials 
said.The pilot lowered the flaps 
manually and the plane then 
landed safely, officials from die 


Civil Aviation Authority said. 

No one was Injured. 

The twin-engined DC80 with 
Sheikh Sabah Al Ahmad on 
board reported trouble with the 
wing flaps as the plane 
approached to land at around 
midday, officials from the Civil 
Aviation Authority said. 

"The pilor.... had to circle 
around the airport before 


putting them into place manu- 
ally.” a Civil Aviation Authority 
spokeswoman said, speaking 
anonymously. 

"He then managed to land 
safely in what turned out to be 
a minor incident," she said. 

The British Airports 
Authority. which runs 
Heathrow, said emergency 
teams had been pm on full 


alert . 

"It is standard procedure. 
However, it quickly transpired 
that there was not a major 
problem and the crews were 
srood down." said a spokes- 
woman. speaking on condition 
of anonymity. 

Sheikh Sahah, who is also his 
country’s foreign minister, is oil 
a private visit to London. 


KOSOVO CONFLICT SWELLS 
NUMBER OF REFUGEES IN EU 
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Bonn (DPA) - The Kosovo conflict led to a 
sharp rise in the number of refugees arriv- 
■ng in the European Union last year, the 
United Nations High Commissioner for 
Refugees said Wednesday in Bonn. 

Some 299,000 refugees applied for asy- 
lim in lhe *5 European Union (EU) member 
states last year, an increase of 27 percent 
over ,997 ’ sold the UNHCR In a statement. 

Germany received the biggest proportion 


of applicants last year with 33 percent, fol- 
lowed by Britain with 19 percent and the 
Netherlands 15 percent, said the State- 
ment. 

The Kosovo conflict was the main reason 
for the growing flood of refugees, said the 

UNHCR. . ... 

; some 100.000 Yugoslav nationals applied 
for fisylum in ;the EU last year, most of 
whom were edinlfl Albanians from Kosovo, 


said the statement, adding this was double 
the number of Kosovo refugees for 1997. 

Germany tightened its rules for accept- 
ing asylum-seekers In 1993 and only 4 per- 
cent of those who apply were actually 
granted the status last year. 

There were 98,644 asylum applicants in 
Germany In 1998, of whom 34,979 . were 
from Yugoslavia, mainly from Kosovo; the 
German Interior Ministry said. 


ANKARA. Turkey (AP) - Turkey warned Wednesday dun it will not 
accept the deployment by Greece and Cypms '4 anti-airer.il t mis- 
siles on the Greek island uf Crete. 

The deployment of die Russian-made S-3UU missiles has been a 
source of tension between Tui key and Greece ami on the divided 
island of Cyprus ever since Greek Cypriot authorities announced 
theii plans in deploy them on Cvpius over two years ago. 

Following Turkish threats to strike the missiles and intense inter- 
national pressure to cancel the deal, Cyprus decided in December to 
deploy rise S-300s on Crew instead. 

But foreign ministry spokesman Sermet Atacanli said Wednesday 
that " Turkey would never leave any threat unanswered." referring 
to the new deployment plans. He refused to say whether Turkey 
would attack the missile sites if they were deployed on Crete. 

Cyprus has been divided into Greek and Turkish sectors since 
1974 when Tbrkey sent in troops after a short-lived coup by sup- 
porters of union with Greece. Greek Cypriots had argued that they 
needed the missiles to defend themselves against the 35.000 
Turkish troops stationed on the island. 

■'On Monday. Greece and Cyprus said the S-30Qs would be 
deployed immediately" on Crete. Purchase of the missiles should be 
finalized in mid-February. 

Turkey and neighboring Greece, both NATO countries, have been 
on the brink of war several rimes over the past 25 years. 
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Istanbul (DPA) - Ayse Kaymak. a 1 1 5-year-old woman from Kahta in 
central Hirkey, has at least 267 reasons to celebrate; namely because 
she has at least 267 family mepibers, die Tlirklsh news agency 
Anadolu reported Wednesday. 

Since her birth In 1884, Kaymak has experienced the last three 
sultans of the Ottoman Empire, the first World War. the republic for- 
mation In Hirkey 75 years ago, World War |l and 56 Tlirklsh govern- 
ments. 

M | don't know what Illness Is. I just cannot see as well as l used 
to," Kaymak told Anadolu. “I also can't chop and carry Wood like 
before." 

Kaymak gave birth to 12 children during her two marriages. The 
total of 267 family members Indudes her children, grandchildren 
and great-grandchildren. . b ; 

"Too bad I did not get married until I was 27 years o]d.> : ,( J j r 

Otherwise my family would be even bigger." -she jol^ ■ ; U 
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WASHINGTON (AP) - The CIA is becoming 
increasingly concerned that business ‘'enti- 
ties’ 1 in China and Russia are trafficking 
wetipons of mass destruction to countries 
such as Iran, Syria and India despite restric- 
tions imposed by their own central govern- 
ments. 

A report to Congress on Hiesday by the 
CIA's Nonproliferation Center points to the 
emergence of independent or quasi-gov- 
ernment entities in Russia and China as 
exporters of chemical, biological and 
nuclear weapons technology. The report 
lauds Moscow and Beijing Tor expanding 
their commitments to restrict export of 
deadly technologies. 

But in an illustration of the increasingly 
complex post-Coid War world, the report 
says those commitments may not be 
enough. 

in May 1998, for example, Russia 
announced strengthened rules restricting 
business from exporting proliferation-relat- 
ed equipment and technology. 

“These actions, if enforced, could help 
counter the proliferation of weapons of 
mass destruction and their delivery sys- 
tems," the CIA reported. "However, there 


are signs that Russian entities have contin- 
ued to engage in behavior inconsistent 
with these steps. Monitoring Russian prolif- 
eration behavior, therefore, will have to 
remain a very high priority for some time to 
come.” 

Similarly in China the problem appears to 
have less to do with Beijing's willingness to 
make commitments and cooperate as with 
the tendencies of entities with newfound 
independence from the central government 
to make deals with foreign countries seek- 
ing missile technology and other weapons 
capability. 

Over the first six months of last year, the 
period covered by the report, "Chinese 
entities provided a variety of missile-relat- 
ed items and assistance to several coun- 
tries of proliferation concern." the CIA 
reported. 

Chinese organizations, some with direct 
ties to the Beijing government, others with 
more diverse organizational structures, 
supplied advanced conventional weapons 
to Iran, according to the report. Despite US 
sanctions imposed in 1997 on seven 
Chinese entities, the CIA reported, some of 
these organizations continued to supply 


Iran and Syria with chemical weapons-relal- 
ed materials, including basic ingredients in 
some chemical weapons. 

The CIA cited Russian companies for sup- 
plying “a variety of ballistic missile-related 
goods and technical know-how to foreign 
countries" during the first hair of last year. 
The agency said Iran relied on Russia's help 
in developing the Sliahab-3 medium-range 
ballistic missile, first flight tested last July. 
Russia was also “a key supplier for civilian 
nuclear programs in Iran and, to a lesser 
extent, India." 

India, which has long had nuclear capa- 
bility, is less reliant on Russian help than 
Iran, according to the CIA. 

Hie report lists Russia, China and North 
Korea as the key "supplier nations” for 
weapons of mass destruction, and Iran, 
Iraq. India, Pakistan, Syria, Egypt, Libya, 
Sudan and, again, North Korea, as the key 
consumer nations of these weapons. 

“Throughout the first half of 1998, North 
Korea continued to export ballistic missile- 
related equipment and missile raise signifi- 
cant amounts of hard currency besides bal- 
listic missiles and other weapons." 


TEST OF IRANIAN-BUILT 
HELICOPTER SUCCESSFUL 


Teheran ID PA) - Iran success- 
fully tested Wednesday an 
Iranian-made helicopter. 
Iranian television reported. 

President Mohammad 
Khatami and Defence Minister 
Admiral Ali Shamkhani were on 
hand for the test. 

The helicopter, named 
"Shaba viz", is the first domesti- 
cally produced chopper. It was 
built by Iranian military 
experts, and only the engine is 


imported from abroad, 

Shamkhani told state-run 
Iranian television. Two models 
have been built so far. 

The helicopter can cany 14 
passengers and will mainly be 
used for reconnaissance flights 
but is also capable of carrying 
weapons, the minister said. 

Several tanks have also 
reached the final stage of pro- 
duction, according to the 
report. 


Shamkhani said lasr week 
that the new Iranian missile 
under production. Shahab-4, is 
designed for launching satel- 
lites into orbit and not for mil- 
itary purposes. 

He added that the medium 
range missile Shahab-3 will for 
the time being remain the last 
military missile Iran has pro- 
duced. Successfully tested last 
July, the Shahab-3 has a range 
of 1 .300 kilometres. 


The minister further said 
that Iran is on its way to 
becoming self-sufficient in pro- 
ducing defence equipment. 
Tile country is reportedly pro- 
ducing its own missiles, jet 
fighters and tanks and rejects 
any major military co-opera- 
tion with the outside world, 
namely Russia, China and 
North Korea. 



IRAN REFORMERS HAIL SECURITY 
CHIEF'S RESIGNATION 


TEHRAN, (Reuters) - Reformist newspapers 
have hailed the departure of Iran’s conser- 
vative intelligence minister and urged 
President Mohammed Khatami to replace 
him with someone in tune with his own 
moderate policies. 

Khatami on Tuesday accepted the resig- 
nation of Qorbanali Dorri Najafabadi. who 
had come under mounting pressure over 
his agency’s role in the murder of dissi- 
dents. 

"Dorri Najafabadi’s resignation is a victo- 
ry for Iran’s pro- democracy movement," 
said Arya daily on Wednesday . 

"Now, Khatami must make up for past 
mistakes and choose a minister loya) to the 
ideals of his election," it said, referring to 
the May 1997 presidential vote which 
spurred the hopes of those seeking demo- 
cratic change. 

"Khatami must pick someone who 
believes in political and cultural reform and 
respects the rule of law." 

Dorri Najafabadi, a conservative Shiite 
Moslem cleric, was widely seen to have 
been imposed or Khatami by conservatives 
when he formed Ills cabinet in August 1997 
He was virtually hounded out of office by 


Khatami backers after admitting that rogue 
ministry agents were involved In the 
deaths or dissident leader Dariush Foruhar 
and his wife as well as two secular writers 
late last year, 

"Although it came late, we should wel- 
come the resignation of a minister in 
whose agency murderers had set up base," 
Mohsen Kadivar, a moderate cleric, wrote 
in Sobh-e Emrouz daily, 

Kadivar warned the president “not to 
make another mistake and compromise 
over the new minister behind closed 
doors.” 

He also called for a probe of another for- 
mer intelligence minister, Ali Fallahian, who 
is sought by Germany over his alleged role 
in the 1992 murder of Iranian dissidents in 
Berlin. 

Press reports say the new minister could 
be Ali Yunesi, chief of military tribunals and 
head of a committee probing the recent 
murders. 

He is a 43-year-old cleric who was tor- 
tured by the sliah's secret police for Islamic 
activism, received guerrilla training in 
Lebanon and helped round the Intelligence 
Ministry after the revolution. 
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AUSTIN, Texas (AP) - Texas Guv. George W. Bush haii 
President Hill Clinton and his wile in voicing disappoint™*? 
magazine story on Chelsea Clinton, citing concerns abawfe 
teen -age daughters as lie considers running for president & 
"If the president and Mrs. Clinton are disappointed W 
daughter’s on the cover of the magazine, I’m dbaonMlT 
them," Bush said Tuesday. 

“I'm beginning to understand better how teen-agenfeu 
sensitive age. I respect their desire for privacy. I’m sorry kb 
pened said Hush, a Republican. r ' 

Last week, the Clintons said they were "profoundly saddttffi 
People magazine’s decision to do a cover story on Chelsea. 
Bush and his wife. Laura, have twin daughters, who are i? 
’’My most important job is father” Bush said. “So I’mcbno^ 
as I say, about die meat-grinder of national politics." 

Bush repeated that remains undecided about a preadauiii, 
next year. 




BUCHAREST, Romania (AP) - Angelo Miculescu, a one-time dosti 1 
of former Communist dictator Nicol.it* Ceausescu, has died inis 
accident, his family said. He was 70. 

Miculescu died Tuesday, alter the car in which he was tradi# 
a heavy truck that was overtaking a car on a dangerous hi; 
southeast Romania. 

■fivn other people in the car were seriously injured, indmfc 
year-old Italian businessman Simone Torresin. Miculewti k 
immediately. 

In l%9, Miculescu was named agriculture minister, a posiheL 
Ibr 1 1 years. He studied larming in the United States and war- 
named the "Father of the communist farms." 

Between 1973 and 1980 he also served as Cemisescu's d* 
prime minister. His relations with Ceausescu later deteriorated.' 
he was named ambassador to China in 1981. 

He was recalled to Romania a year after the 1989 anti-Conwr. 
levnlt in which Ceausescu was misted and executed. Afwtha 
dropped out of public life to pursue business interests. 

He is survived by a wife and two daughters. The funeral w2t- 
place on Thursday in Bucharest. 




■United State? Report 

WASHINGTON (AFP) - The FBI conducted a search In tire 
behalf of the government of General Augusta Pinochet fa r ’ 
Chilean leftists living in the United Stales. The New YbrkTimest-' 
Wednesday. 

The suspects, two women living in New Marie and Dallas, 
found by the Federal Bureau of InvestigoUon, oneofwht®^ 
In Buenos Aires wrote a senior Chilean official about thei&- 
according to newly classified documents obtained by tire dflf 

The probe, which FBI officials told the dally was roPfr** 
lights past relations between the United States and 
of Pinochet, who is now detained In London awaiting a 
the House of Lords on whether he should be 
face murder charges. ft , ; 

The names of the two Chllenn women Were 
book of a courier for an underground Marxist 
was arrested in Paraguay in 1975 and later s'encta;^^' 
disappeared, the dally said. • •. \ iftt * ? ■. ! 


STRASBOURG (R) - More than i ,000 
tractors- jammed roads into the eastern 
.Wednesday as they headed for a 
,polf£y reforms, V ‘ -7 - ft . , • t 
> ' Ahniif 1 
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CHINA WARNS VIETNAMI 
OVER NORTH KOREAN 1 
SUBMARINE DEAL 


Beijing (DPA) - China on Wednesday fired a 
verbal warning at Vietnam over Hanoi’s 
recent purchase of two small submarines 
from North Korea for use in the disputed 
Spratlys archipelago, saying the islands 
were part of China's sovereign territory. 

“We hope that other countries will 
respect the stated position which has 
always been held by China and not take any 
action that damages China’s sovereign ter- 
ritory," a Foreign Ministry spokeswoman 
said by telephone. 

China claims the entire South China Sea 
has been its sovereign territory "since 
ancient times”. 

Despite protest from its neighbors. 


China has continued to build structures in 
the disputed island chain, which lies along 
one of the world's most strategic shipping 
routes and is believed to contain huge 
petroleum reserves. 

The Spratlys lie about 600 kilometers 
from the Vietnamese coast. In addition to 
China and Vietnam, the Philippines, Brunei, 
Malaysia and Taiwan make full or partial 
claim to the islands. 

The second-hand submarines purchased 
by Vietnam are currently undergoing exten- 
sive refitting and repairs in Cam Ranh Bay 
naval base, and could be deployed within 
six months, political and defense sources 
said late last month. 


The diesel-powered subs are each armed 
with four torpedoes, are capable of laying 
mines and can carry roughly 30 passengers 
- die crew and about 25 soldiers. 

One Hanoi-based diplomat said Beijing 
would not be concerned about Hanoi pos- 
sessing two midget subs since Vietnam 
would never be the first to provoke its 
giant northern neighbor. 

It is still unclear how Vietnam paid for 
die subs - rice or cash, or a combination of 
the two to famine-stricken North Korea. 

In 1988 China sank Vietnamese ships, 
killing 70 sailors in rhe most serious clash 
in the area since Beijing seized the Paracel 
Islands from Vietnam in 1974. 


TAIWAN DECRIES NEW 
CHINA MISSILE DEPLOYMENT 


TAIPEI (R) - Taiwan on Wednesday 
deaied rival China's reported 
deployment of new missile batter- 
ies. saying Beijing’s strategy of tar- 
getiitg llie estranged island posed a 
psyilnlogica] as well as a military 
threat. 

The defense ministry said intelli- 
gence sauces wre aware ofGiina's 
deptoyment of more tluui 100 ballis- 
tkrmissiles that could be fired at die 
N.itkxialist-iuled island, nffimiiiig a 
report earned on Wfednesday by 
London’s Frendal Times. 

fire newspaper quoted US mili- 
tary intelligence reports as finding 
dial Beijing had sharply increased its 
deployment of M-dass missiles 
aimed at Taiwai. 

Citing military analysis in 
Wfcsliingmn privy to a classified 
ftnogon report, it said China had 
spooned l50to200M-9andM-ll 
missiles in its southern regions 
amed at Taiwan. 

Analyse said such deployments 
would raise tensions in north Asia 


and bolster calls in V&slrington for 
Taiwan's uidusinn in a US-lacked 
regional missile defense system. 

Taiwan defense minister Tang Foi 
warned on Tuesday that China was 
developing cruise missiles Lliat 
would pose a severe additional 
tlmsit to tlie island. 

I le,ivily militarized For a half a*n- 
tuty, the Taiwan strait dividing 
Taiwan's ridi capitalist democracy 
from Lite communist mainland is 
one of the world's last Cold V\hr 
lbsh[xxnts. 

Bejjing resetws tlie light to use 
force to retake Taiwan, which 
Ijecame estranged from live main- 
land in 1949 after communist forces 
ousted Oiina's Nationalist govern- 
ment. 

Beijing says two things could trig- 
ger an at lock: moves toward inde- 
pendence by Ttriwnn, which still 
espouses eventual reunion with a 
democratic nvtinlaud; or support for 
Taiwan's independence by outside 
Ibices. 


Hie Taiwan ministry's unusually 
political statement said China's tar- 
gL-ling of TnKv.ru posed a viinus 
social and military threat, nxing its 
menacing of ilie island with 
in uun led bnilisiic missiles in 19% 

bid badly slukm tlie jxiblic. 

‘The threat of lire Chinese uxre 
munists guided missile tests Ills an 
impact not only on the military limn 
but also on lire ijoliriol, economic 
and psydiolugicnl fronts, " it said. 

11k ministiy said its latest inrelli- 
gence had determined "die Oiinese 
communists indeed hare more than 
100 M-dass missiles in storage dut 
could target Taiwan." 

It said the intelligence reinforced 
die need for Tnivran to establish a 
missile defense capability, an under- 
taking it already lias begun through 
costly imports of US-nude fatriot 
missiles and local amts develop- 
ment. 

The possibility that Taiwan might 
dteher under an advanced antimis- 
sile umbrella backed by the United 


Slates and japan has iilainu.il 
Beijing, wiiidi regards tlie |rmjx.*sed 
Theatre Missile Defense .is art 
iiyjyessKv uol of containment. 

Taiwan Ls witl m Iv eager ta join 
.iiKllielptiuanie die mullihilliniKkil- 
lar system but Ills nut slid s* ■ [*il>- 
licty. saying only that it was studying 
tin.* proposal. 

The United States maintains on 
explicit right to «vl! amis to'Hinvoii 
and extends implicit military support 
to tlie island. 

Wellington. which recognizes 
Beijing arxl nni Taipei, staitkd 0 rina 
in 19% wit! r a drainouc s!k»\v of mil- 
iraiy stippon for Taiwan. 

As Beijing mounted massiw inili- 1 
lary drills in die Taiwan strait and 
lobbed mvmned M-9 ballistic mis- 
siles into Huger Mires just outside 
Thh van's main pons, Whsliingmn 
dispardted two aircraft earlier 
groups to the legion. 

The missile tests and maneuvers 
soon abated. 


SPANISH-TURKISH RELATIONS ARE THREATENED 
BY A MEETING FOR THE PKK IN THE BASQUE 


MADRID, (AFP) - A decision by 
die Basque parliament to allow 
ihe self-styled Kurdish parlia- 
ment-in-exile to meet in Basque 
country was a "serious mistake" 
d'at will damage relations 
between Madrid and Ankara, 
Spanish Foreign minister Abe! 
Matures said Wednesday. 

h s an unfriendly gesture to 
^ allied government," Matutes 
fold reporters, referring to 
Thrkey. 

Tlie Basque parliament, which 
s dominated by moderate 
nationalists and separatists 
c °se to the ETA armed group, 
on Tuesday had adopted a reso- 
ullon to allow the meeting to 
,a e P^ ace >n June, despite oppo- 


sition by conservative and 
socialist deputies. 

The Spanish minister’s line 
was backed on Wednesday by 
Thrkey, which asked Madrid to 
put pressure on the Basque par- 
liament to prevent the so-called 
' Kurdish-parliament-in-exile from 
convening in the autonomous 
Basque region. 

“It is obvious that the meeting 
will not contribute positively tp 
ties between TUrkey and Spain.” 
a spokesman for the Turkish 
Foreign Ministry, Sennet 
Atacanli. told a weekly press 
conference. 

The Kurdish assembly,, which 

Ankara considers to b 8 P art '.°f 
the separatist Kurdistan 


Workers’ Party (PKK) and as such 
a terrorist group, asked in 
January to hold a meedng inside 
rhe Basque parliament building. 

Matutes said the PKK were 
not authorised to enter Spain. 

His sentiments were echoed 
by interior minister Jaime Mayor 
Oreja, who said the Spanish gov- 
ernment would do all It could to 
stop the Kurdish meeting. 

Their decision constitutes 
support for a “violent" group. 
Oreja said: 

"For the good of democracy 
and the prestige of the Basque 
1 countiy," the executive “wil) do 
a |l it' can to ensure it doesn't 
tajee place,” he added. . 

TUrkey on Tuesday warned the 


INDONESIAN 
FERRY SINKS, 
MORE THAN 
300 MISSING 


JAKARTA (R) - Rough seas 
and strong winds were 
hampering the search for 
more than 300 people 
missing after a ferry sank 
in central Indonesia at the 
weekend, officials said 
Wednesday. 

"We haven't received any 
information from our 
crews on the scene. There 
has been a problem with 
our radio communication 
due to the had weather," 
Navy Lieutenant Iladi 
Pangcstu told Reuters. 

He said he had instruct- 
ed other ships passing by 
the area to look out fur 
survivors. 

/.iiinuddin, head ni 
I'nnti.mak pun in West 
Kali man tan on the vast 
isl-uul «d llui iteu, s.mi the 
ship sank .iiuund midnight 
on Saturday. 

"It was carrying around 
325 passengers. So far an 
international ship has res- 
cued 19 people including 
the ship's captain." he told 
Renters. 

The ferry, which was sail- 
ing from Kuala Sambas <»n 
rhe west const of Borneo 
co Rian province in 
Sumatra, sank about 70 
nautical miles northwest of 
Pomianak. 

The Harm Rintba (Wealth 
of the Forest), its engines 
out of action, was drifting 
when it was hit by huge 


waves late on Saturday. 
Zaiituddin said. 

Another port official told 
Reuters the timber-hulled 
Harta Rintba was not des- 
ignated to carry passen- 
gers. 

"Tlie ship had requested 
a sailing license to carry 
liinl»er. it was not sup- 
posed to carry passen- 
gers," said Sukri, it port 
uillci.ll (mm Sinletc town. 

One body was spotted in 
the water but could not be 
retrieved because of the 
rough seas. Zninuddin 
said. 

lint one of the survivors 
told Reuters front 
Pomianak that the weather 
had been mutual when the 
ieiiv sank. 

"Tlie weather was line 
when the accident Irap- 
peued. All I know is that 
there was a leak in the ship 
and it started sinking just 
around midnight on 
Saturday." said 23-year-old 
Uibmcr Snbennan. 

"I just jumped into the 
sea like everybody else. 
Luckily l found a life vest." 
he said. 

He was rescued with two 
others on Monday evening. | 
A hospital official where 
the doomed ship's captain 
was being treated told 
Reuters the captain was 
recovering but was still 
unable to comment. 


European parliament of reports 
that the "Kurdish pariiainent-in- 
exile" was planning to meet in 
the Euro -parliament building, in 
Strasbourg. France. 

"Such an attempt would only 
serve to deceive the public and 
encourage terrorism," the 
Uirkish Foreign Ministry said in 
a statement. 

The "Kurdish pariinment-in- 
exile" last met in 1998 in Rome 
inside the Italian parliament, 
triggering a diplomatic crisis 
between Italy and Turkey. 

The. PKK has been fighting for 
a Kurdish homeland in south* 
eastern Tlirkey since 1984, The 
violence has claimed some 
3 1 ,000 lives. 
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KIDS' OWN HEARTFELT CONDOLENCES 




Dear Drab DgiUj: 

I'm so sad about King 
Hussein's death. He mas a good 
man. He made peace uiltlv 
Israel for our future (the 
Children of Jordan) and I like 
the nem King, i hope he mill 
be like King Hussein. 
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Dear Hrab Daily, 


King Hussein mas a good man and I'm nnrij sad 


tliai lie died. I mill nuiiumhei 


him almaijs in hhj lieaii. 


King Hussein's llurse 


Melissa Mn.iyarl Hurm.imi 
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Hear Ihah Hally, 




I Imie King lliissnin. 


lie mas nery nine 


Euuryhmly nrlud 


miiun he rliml. His 


horse is lonely noui. Horn King Hussein is mith Und. Nnm 


he is happy and matching us. 


Kais Khoury 
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^‘uete^r 

S? a “ 8,6 didnl M ho mas so ioued 

Ue,J fi thafhg^jP “me lo Iris funeral. f|| first m didn .. 

Dispeople fo (iij^ijlie M*j Tor siicfi a long f| mG . He brDI[qW 
filers, andhe^biull hospitals, sclrnnls. medinal Ireolmonl 
- 1 ' s,3t,1,]{ U *b|^n«p.. ^ g-wc Iris people peace son. 

VlteMpodolh vvmJsSmtoZ 

! and Israel OU.je 

,7nd fujith U.S.R and 
fi, 3 1 * 7f,rfl - ri «aUy. he u, as ,, 900d Hfnf? irfd 

Uln nnss 111,11 u ‘ !n J rnuciL 


\ Ry; 0,7ra femmari (II). Sara (Hi), 
|f. $ Sally (id n. SiSi 

fe . Grade: GH. fin 

^ dld Hameed Sliaraf School 



^uilujnthe teacher told 

’ asuei'J sick and died. Ute 

me and all my friends 

llr ‘ he best man in the umrld. 

b\p amend him and took 
^ jIkss and poor children of 


i Sfe 



i LOVE YOU 

■ 1 
i 

i peace maker, 

. .i In UlM 

Mo 2 February 11-12 1999 1 
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anuanu'j ui ? 
pow. find bless orn King 

i Rassel Kauiar 




Dear lloyal limiili,,, 

Wo send mu deepest unednlennes to ell nl 

llle ohildrun miss tirinj Hussein's ln„e 

7 ’ J " d l,is kir,,i smile lien we m 

auud'js ramemhnr. Itle (eel !!„,! | U i | s sl j,( l|(r _ 

ing bnluioen ns. Ho atuinijs Inued Hie nliiklipn 

7" “ 11)111 l,i,„. a „d )lu mill ' 

aluwysbuuiilhusiiioirrhwrls. 

f'lGdsc accept ad 0llr ^, IJn 
Natasha U and Clirislfna '/ 
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IRAQ TO BOOST OIL 
PRODUCTION IN UN PROGRAM 


BAGHDAD (AFP) — Iraqi Oil Minister Aincr Mohammad Rashid on 
Wednesday said Iraq aimed to boost its production of oil for export 
by some 1 2 percent over the fifth phase of the UN oil-foi-lood pro- 
gramme. 

He said Iraq aimed to export a total of 350 million barrels of oil 
over the fifth six-month phase of the programme, some *10 million 
barrels, or 12 percent, more than in the fourth phase. 

To reach tills target Iraq must have an average daily production of 
about 1 .92 million barrels per day (bpd). Its average since the phase 
started in November has been 2.06 million bpd, according to UN fig- 
ures. 

It average production in the fourth phase was 1 .7 million bpd, the 
UN 5a id, generating revenues of 3.04 billion dollars. From a ceiling of 
52 billion dollars. 

The oil-for-food programme allows Iraq to sell limited quantities 
of crude in return for basic products. But low oil prices and a crum- 
bling oil sector have meant that Iraq has found it hard to meet the 
export ceiling. Apart from oil exports for the programme, local con- 
sumption accounts for about 550,000 bpd, and Jordan takes around 
96,000 bpd under a seperace agreement. 

“Iraq cannot, at oil’s cun-ent prices, reach the amount allocated to 
it." by the programme, the minister said, quoted by the official INA 
news agency. 

Tlie drop in oil prices “is a catastrophe for which Saudi Arabia is 
responsible ... (by) flooding the oil market," Rashid said. 

In late January, the minister renewed a call for OPEC to cut the 
Saudi production quota by two million bpd. 

"Saudi Arabia adopts an oil policy which harms the peoples of oil- 
exporting countries, including the Saudis themselves," Rashid 
charged. The Iraqi minister said the OPEC quota ofthe world's largest 
producer should be nit to six million bpd from the current rate of 
some eight million bpd. 

He said the Saudis had "usurped" an additional quota in 1991. tlie 
year of the Gulf War. Tlie kingdom's quota in July 1990 was 5.38 mil- 
lion bpd. but by the second quarter of 1 991 its production had risen 
to more than eight million bpd as it took over part of Iraq's 3.14 mil- 
lion bpd quota. Tlie price of oil drop]>cd 34 percent last year over 
the 1997 price of 18.68 dollars. 


HONG KONG FALL 

SINGAPORE (R) — Asian share markets followed Wall Street's slide 
Wednesday, with most major indices down one percent or more. 
Sentiment was set by a 1.7 percent Tall by the Dow Jones Index 
overnight to 9,133.03, which erased all the index's gains so far this 
' year. Hong Kong investors suffered most, with die Hang Seng Index 
sliding 2.57 percent by 0545 GMT to 9,006.76. Traders said poor 
banking results reinforced worries about weak corporate earnings 
generally, contributing to a sharp reaction to the Dow's fall. '‘Tlie 
overall market trend is weak in Hong Kong and a tumble on Will 
Street further affects buying interest,” said Alan Pau, associate direc- 
tor at South Giina Securities. Dealers said that trading volume was 
low ahead of the Chinese New Year holidays next week, but that was 
little comfort to some. "I see short-term support at 9,000 and a cou- 
ple of hundred points below that," said technical analyst Ted Chen, 
from Indosuez W,l, Carr Scairities. 

"This low turnover is usually not a good sign," he added. 

Tokyo's Nikkei index dropped 0.55 percent to 13.825.81 in morn- 
ing trade, with tlie Dow slide taking the blame. "After what happened 
overseas, I think people wouldn’t be optimistic about buying stocks," 
said Paul Migliorato from Jardine Fleming Securities in Japan. A sell- 
off that dragged the share price of brokerage giant Nomura Securities 
down 5.1 percent at 0500 GMT also weighed on the Nikkei. Australia 
and New Zealand shares did not escape the equities fallout from New 
Yoik. The NZSE-40 Index ended down 2.88 percent while the 
Australian All Olds was down 1 .24 percent at the close. “There's no 
reason for (Australia) to be strong ] suppose, and every reason far it 
to be weak. Wall Street's falling and commodity prices are Falling," 
said client adviser Joseph Pagliaro from Wilson IffM. Program selling 
was blamed by South Korean brokers for accentuating weakness in 
Seoul’s KOSPI Index, which fell 0.51 percent by early afternoon. A 
negative reaction to die pricing of a US$765 million DBS Bank notes 
issue added domestic pressure to the regional fall in equity prices in 
Singapore, taking the Straits Times Index down 1 08 percent at lunch, 
below the psychological barrier of 1 200. It was a similar story in 
Kiia!a Lumpur which slipped 1.11 percent,- Manila which fell 1.96 per- 
cent and Jakarta which shed 0.91 percent. All were infected by Wall 
Street's weakness, along with ongoing domestic concerns. 
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BANK APOLOG 


WASHINGTON (R) — The productivity of 
U.S. workers grew at the fastest rate in 
nearly three years in the final quarter of 
last year, showing the U.S. economy is in 
top shape as it heads toward its ninth year 
of expansion. The Labour Department said 
Tuesday that productivity, a measure of 
output per worker hour, climbed an annu- 
alized 3.7 percent for workers outside the 
farm sector, the biggest gain since a 4.2 
percent increase in the first quarter of 
1996. It said productivity grew 2.5 percent 
in the third quarter, a downward revision 
from the previously reported gain of 3.0 
percent. 

The fourth-quarter performance helped 
make 1998 one of the best years of the 
decade for productivity growth. “J'd say 
the numbers are cause for some celebra- 
tion," said Robert Dederick, economic 
consultant at Northern Trust Corp. in 
Chicago. "It shows that there’s good rea- 
son for inflation to be well contained. It 
tells us the Federal Reserve .^.doesn't have 
to worry about inflation right now.” 
Productivity is crucial to sustained, non- 
inflationary economic growth. When 


workers can produce more goods and ser- 
vices per hour, firms can grant them pay 
increases without incurring higher costs, 
or cutting into their profir margins. 

Tlie efficiency of the work force has 
become a particularly important issue 
over the past few years, as unemployment 
has steadily fallen and companies have 
had to scramble ro find new workers. 
Some economists have fretted about the 
possibility of wage inflation that could 
boost prices pressures in other areas of 
the economy. 

However, productivity rises, fuelled by 
investment in computers and other 
labour-saving technology, have kept 
labour costs in check. That lias con- 
tributed to the staying power of the cur- 
rent economic growth period, which is 
already tlie longest peacetime expansion 
on record and will enter its ninth year In 
April. The report on fourth-quarter pro- 
ductivity was close to expectations. U.S. 
economists in a Reuters survey had 
expected productivity to rise 3.9 percent. 

The Labour Department said unit-labour 
costs, a closely watched gauge of wage 


inflation, fell 0.2 percent in the fc-l 
quarter after a gain of 1.4 percent b 4 
third quarter. In the Reuters jJ 
fourth-quarter unir-labour costs wen J 
declining 0.1 percent. j 

In 1998 overall, productivity recorfei 
2.2 percent rise last year — al most fe; 
the 1 .2 percent increase of 1997 andt'- 
ing close to the 2.4 percent gainoflft 1 
Fourth-quarter productivity surged asr" 
gross domestic product of the oW 
economy boomed at a rate of 5.6pucr. 
"Productivity wasn’t a surprise gnu: 
big GDP," said Peter Kretzmer. sk 
economist at NationsBank Monlgti' 
Securities, who noted that produnr.tj: 
typically strong when the ecom 
growing nt full force. But he said tta 
no guarantee that favourable trends, 
not change in a few quarters. 

U.S. factories have been an enp ! 
much of the productivity growth. Thx;. 
tern continued in the fourth quaneief. 
year, when manufacturing product 
rose 5.6 percent. It was up 43 pew 
all of 1998. 


EU-ACP CLASH 


DAKAR (AFP) — The European Union and 
the 71 Africa, Caribbean and Pacific (ACP) 
countries clashed over linking aid to "good 
governance" at a two-day conference that 
ended here Tuesday . Foreign and develop- 
ment ministers reviewed the progress of 
negotiations aimed at revamping the Lome 
Convention, the 24-year-old trade-and-aid 
pact which governs relations between the 
EU and a bloc made up largely of former 
colonies. The new Lome pact would add to 
clauses requiring the rule of law, democra- 
cy and respect for human rights another for 
"good governance", the proper manage- 
ment of a recipient state. Violation would 
bring about the suspension of aid. as hap- 
pened to Niger in 1996 after a military 
coup and Togo last year after elections 
deemed to be unfair. 

German Foreign Minister Joschka 
Fischer, whose country' currently holds the 
rotating chairmanship ofthe GU, said it was 
clear that a culture of bribery and corrup- 
tion was harmful to a country's econo- 
my.While not contesting the need for good 
management, the ACP countries, which 
include the poorest on the planet, suspect 
that the EU's conditions are aimed at secur- 
ing further tough economic measures 
which are unacceptable. 

"Good governance can not be imposed 
by decree but is something that is brought 
. about gradually," said Cote d'Ivoire's 
Foreign Trade Promotion Minister Alain 
Gauze. As such, it could not rank with 
human rights, which were a universal 
value, he said. The talks were formally 
launched in September but so far have 
made little headway towards a new con- 
vention that the EU wants to be radically 
different from the existing accord, which 
combines aid currently worth around 2.75 
billion dollars a year with preferential trad- 
ing arrangements. 

As the recent row with the United States 


over Europe's banana import regime has 
underlined, these arrangements are under 
pressure in the increasingly liberalised 
global environment. In their place, the LU 
wants to provide the ACP countries with 
practical and financial support to move 
towards liberalisation, first through region- 
al free trade zones between themselves 
and, in the longer term, with Europe. But 
the two sides are at odds over a timescale 
for the ACP countries to adapt their 
economies to the rules of the World Trade 
Organisation and the global situation. The 
EU is proposing five years, while the ACP 
stares are demanding ten, amid concern 
that the EU's new emphasis on trade liber- 
alisation simply reflects a desire in scale 
down aid commitments in response In 


donor fatigue and budgetary reflnft.' 
According to Jean-Robert Gaul*® 
Gabon's ambassador in Brussels, thr E 
approach is to set itself tip as botfcpJ? 
and jury with the developing cm* 1 
always in the role of the “guilty F ; 
“The process is not a fair one.” h*l« y ' 
Another point of dispute is EU propo«; 
aholisli programmes designed to 
ACP countries in the event or suddeat. 
in the prices of agricultural or minerals 
modities. 

The EU wants the programmes' 
to integrated into national i 
grammes. Tlie ACP countries fear ' 
lead to them being left to cope _ 
event of dramatic market moveme^, 


JAKARTA (AFP) - In a highly critical soff- 
nssessnient the World Bank has admitted it 
may have overlooked warning signs as the 
"Indonesian miracle” faded because of a 
desire not to upset Jakarta. In a confidential 
document, the bank reveals that corruption 
in Indonesia was often glossed over and 
that self-seeking staff mixed strongly word- 
ed policy notes with praise for the govern- 
ment. 

Hie World Bank rated its performance in 
Indonesia as only "marginally satisfactory," 
not just during the current economic crisis 
but for much of the pasr 30 years. Tlie 
report demanded to know why the “myth 
of the Indonesian miracle" was still alive in 
July 1997 when Asian economies went into 
a t.iilspin and why the bank was so unpre- 
pared for the crisis. "Perhaps the bank tried 
to preserve the image of the Indonesian 
miracle for too long. Perhaps the bank was 
ton concerned with maintaining good rela- 
tions with one of its best clients," the inter- 
nal evaluation suggests. 

The 40-page inquiry report, a copy of 
which has been obtained by AFP. says 
Indonesia "was widely perceived wirhin the 
bank to be a miracle and a symbol of the 
bank's success. There was little incentive 
"to take a close look at Indonesia's devel- 
opment model" because Tor many bank 
stall association with a "successful" large 
country was beneficial ro their career. 
"Serious structural problems which were 
well known ro the batik persisted (in 


Indonesia)." rite report says, referring in 
particular to the major issues of gover- 
nance and corruption. 

Corruption has been and continues to 
be a problem in Indonesia,” it says. 

"With a large and well established mis- 
sion in Jakarta, bank staff were aware ofthe 
country risk. The mission had easy access 
to senior officials who frequently prepared 
confidential policy notes. "(But) bank man- 
agement was ambiguous in its messages to 
the Indonesian government. Strongly word- 
ed policy notes on major structural issues 
were mixed with constant and vocal praise 
for the government's performance, and sig- 
nificantly contributed to complacency." 
Dennis de Tray, the head ofthe World Bank 
in Indonesia for the past five years, refused 
to comment on the substance of the docu- 
ment when questioned by AFP. But he said 
a first draft was "downgraded after being 
submitted to the Indonesian government.” 
While the report denounces staff perfor- 
mance in Jakarta, it does not pinpoint high- 
er responsibility for the lack of supervision 
despite the fact that more than 25 billion 
dollars was committed over some 30 years 
to a country often rated as one of the most 
corrupt in the world. 

The report simply makes mention of "an 
unfortunate combination of srafl' turnover, 
some of it due to polity disagreements and 
tlie 1997 reoiganiz.it inn". 

A key question posed by the document, 
according to a Jak.u la-based Western econ- 



omist, is what credibility can now he put uu 
analyses provided by international financial 
institutions, particularly tlie World Bank. 

"Tlie Asian economic crisis has shown 
that the World Bank and the Internal ionnl 
Monetary Fund (IMF) systematically wear 
rose-coloured glasses," the economist said. 
"Tlie lessons of the Asian crisis do not 
always seem to have been understood, in 
any case not in Indonesia. These financial 
bodies will be stuck from now on to justify 
retaining the handling of grants." 

Tlie economist cited a paper presented 
last month to a Bangkok conference on the 
Asian crisis in which the IMF gave a prelim- 
inary assessment or iLs programs ill 
Indonesia. Korea and Thailand. 

"Tlie Fund and the authorities appear tn 
have erred mi the side of optimism in pm t 
because of concerns that realistically pes- 
simistic forecasts would have exacerbated 
the situation further," the paper said. As 
the value of Indonesia's rupiah collapsed 
against the dollar, the IMF arranged 46 bil- 
lion dollars in aid for Indonesia and the 
World Bank organised a c me- bill ion dollai 
loan package. 

Bill the disbursement of funds was often 
delayed as Jakarta hedged mi wide-ranging 
economic relmnis demanded by the 
dmmrs. 


AOL TO OFFER ADVICE 


KENYA'S ECONOMY IMPROVE 

NAIROBI (AFP) — Kenyan government efforts to revive l lie* country s battered 
bearing fruit and Nairobi has met aid donor terms lor further Rinding. ^ aiuT 
Simeon Nyachac said Wednesday. 

"Our efforts to contain and reduce interest rates on government debt have ,. 
cessful," the finance minister told a news conference here. ^ ti y 

"Inflation has been maintained at single digit level, reflecting continued impw* -. 
good monetary and fiscal policies," lie added. 

Interest rates on the benchmark threc-niunth treasury bill had dropped from 
in June 1998 to about 10 percent currently, Nyachae said. He reported j 

relations with donors, including the International Monetary Fund (IMF), wh . j 
suspended Rinding worth 205 million dollars, amid concerns over high-level con ^ l £ : 
happy to report that we have now fulfilled the major prior conditions for re-op j 
sions with the IMF," said Nyachae. I 

The management board of a new anti-comiption authority has been a PP oln • ^ i 
emment has forwarded to the IMF a progress report on the trial of a busln 
al government officials accused of siphoning off 200 million dollars worth of I 


H oping to increase mass-market com- 
puler sales by making the buying 
process easier. America Online Inc. of 
Dulles yesterday announced a service that 
* ivc consumers personalized advice 
about computers and then let them make 
purchases online. Tlie company said that in 
arch it will start offering online computer 
5 °PP*ng guides created bv technology 
5* 1 company CNET Inc. of San Francisco. 

c guldes Wl11 be on the main AOL service. 
? WC " as flie Web site AOL.com and 
ompuServe Interactive Services Inc.'s 
^ne service. AOL will receive a guaranteed 
5 million over 2? years from CNET. 
? ch Wou| d make the deal one of AOLs 
, l ° add “content'' to the service. AOL 
e eligible far more money if the ser- 
preaches certain undisclosed bench- 

Tfa CNET partnership was the latest in a 


Hurry of recent e-commerce deals by AOL as 
it moves to reduce its reliance on subscriber 
fees as a source of revenue. AOL last week 
said it will buy the phone and online movie 
ticketing service MoviFone Inc. for S388 mil- 
lion in srock, and that it signed an exclusive 
deal with financial services company First 
USA Inc. to promote the company's credit 
cards. Under yesterday's deal, CNET will gain 
revenue from advertisements appearing on 
the service and from selling phone-book 
type listings to computer stores. It will be 
the exclusive provider of such content ro 
AOL." What you want is a simple experi- 
ence," said Jonathan Sacks, AOLs senior vice 
president for programming operations. "We 
think we can dramatically increase computer 
sales." Buying a computer is an unnecessari- 
ly difficult and confusing process for many 
consumers, said Sacks. 

The service marks the first time AOL has 


w 
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BP TO CUT 400 JOBS 

Ihe nex^ “~® r ^sh Petroleum announced plans Wednesday to cut 400 Jobs over 
Gotland tW ° yC3rS at ‘ ts giant petro -chemical complex in Grangemouth, central 

linn of j BF S W il . phased out from r ^ e 2.500-strong workforce as part of a reorganlsa- 
' "While S °?*- rat ' Dns ‘ n ^ le northern British, region, a spokesman said. 
cah„„, We , c to ac ^' eve c be majority of jobs reduction through voluntary means. 


for fictitious sales of gold and diamonds in the early 1 990s, he said. 


thisroonih^ 


| The IMP has agreed to send a technical evaluation team to Nairobi lafeO^. ^ 
negotiations on new Enhanced Structural Adjustment Facility (ESAF) 
minister said. Nyachae admitted that the privatisation of ailing state 
bone of contention with donors, has not moved as fast as expected, due. 
cracy and the need tq ensure high returns from the Hfaeshires/ ' f 


^cannot me majority or jods reduction mrougn voiununy mcaiia, 

Hmvover ti™ * ° l,t P° ss ‘kiNty of compulsory redundancies in some areas," he said. 
315 niiiijQ h * po * <esman a dded that "work on a 500 million pounds (721. million euros. 
da$ s nnrfft ° ^ suite of ex P ansi on projects which will transform the site Into a world 

; . ■■■■■■■.. 
Mid. r W ^ create arou, id 2,500 construction jobs over die; next three years", lie 


"seriously leveraged" technology of Personal 
Logic of San Diego, a company that AOL 
bought six months ago, said Sacks. That 
"personalization" technology suggests spe- 
cific purchases to an individual based on a 
profile compiled after the user answers a 
series of qucstions.In this case, the sendee 
attempts to automate, in effect, the job of 
the salesperson in a retail computer store. 
The type of buyer, such as student or small 
business owner, the expected use of the 
product and price range will ail be consid- 
ered. "Well be slidng and dicing the data- 
bases by who you are,' 1 said Tom Melcher. 
executive rice president for strategic devel- 
opment at CNET. The sheer mass of AOL 
users - the service also announced yesterday 
that its subscriber rolls have passed the 1 6 
million mark - means this deal could have a 
huge impact on the way people buy com- 
puter products. While these guides will be 
customized to AOL, CNET already has a ver- 
sion of the service on its computers.com 
site. 

The AOL guides will offer shoppers prod- 
uct reviews, recommendations, and up-to- 
date prices. Melcher said that while CNET 
will take fees from retail establishments that 
sell brand-|ianie computers, it will not sell * 
listings to computer manufacturers, so as to 
maintain unbiased analysis of which prod- 
ucts are best. 
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Australian airline Qantas Airways Ltd. said Wednesday it 
plans to form a code-sharing agreement with China Eastern 
Airlines on Chinese routes operated by both companies. 

“Following discussions between the airlines throughout 
1998, Qantas and China Eastern now proposes to com- 
mence code sharing with effect from March 28 1999." 
Qantas said. 

It will allow the Australian airline to sell seats on tlie six 
weekly flights operated by China Eastern between the two 
countries. The Chinese carrier will be able to do tlie same 
on Qantas's six weekly services. 

Qantas flies to Beijing via Shanghai lint from March its 
flights will terminate in Shanghai, allowing China Eastern 
to lly Qantas passengers internally.— Age nee France 
I’ressc 


The dollar slipped against the yen Wednesday aftei recent 
gains, with investors watching the |up.incse central bank's 
hoard meeting this week. The dnll.u traded ,u 11-1.15-17 
yen al 1 1:00 a. m. . compared with 1 1 1.60 yen in New Ymk 
and I 14.68-7 1 yen here l.tte TUesd.iv. 

" I lie dollai gained, close to 115 yen. hut its Inpsule was 
capped with option-linked sales lined up above 1 15 level," 
said Shinji Y.igi. a dealer at Yasuda I rust and Banking Cn, 

“And the dollar was sold hack mound 1 14 yen on a cor- 
rection alter recent gains." Traders are watching a planned 
board meeting of the Japanese central hank on Friday while 
adjusting their positions, Vagi said. The central bank is 
expected to discuss ways to cut government bond supply 
in a bid to bring down bond yields. Tlie euro traded at 
1. 1309 dollars at J 1:00 a.m. compared with 1. 1302-06 dol- 
lars in New York and 1 .1320-23 dollars here late Tuesday. — 
Agcnce Fi ance Presse 




Apple Computer Inc. will take a S9 million charge in its fiscal 











m 



16 KING IS DEAD / LONG LIVE THE KING 


11-12 FEBRUARY 1999 THE ARABUl THE ARAB DAILY 11-12 FEBRUARY 1999 


KING IS DEAD / LONG LIVE THE KING 17 



MICROSOFT 
- A LESSON 
FOR US ALL 


T he real lesson of Microsoft's videotape follies 
is that computers are still too hard to use. 
The Department of Justice's case against 
Microsoft has been billed as a showdown to deter- 
mine the nature of high-tech antitrust law in the 
next century. Something to shed light on big ques- 
tions. Does an operating-system monopoly restrict 
innovation? If the dominant software company is 
curbed, would the subsequent free-for-all generate 
ideas to make computers easier to use? Or would 
the confusion actually make things worse for the 
poor suckers who have to use these things? 

The trial so far, however, has focused on the 
behavior of Microsoft executives in their allegedef- 
forrs to illegally exploir their Windows monopoly. 
The highlights have been a series of courtroom 
gorchasl Last week the DOJ’s hired gun David Boies 
got his biggest gotcha! during the harrowing testi- 
mony of Microsoft VP Jim Allchin. 

Here's what it was* the heart of the DOJ case is 


the charge that Microsoft illegally “tied 1 ' its 
Explorer browser to its Windows operating sys- 
tem. But Microsoft claims that Explorer is an inte- 
gral part of Windows. Earlier, a government wit- 
ness wrote a program that supposedly separated 
the two, something Microsoft considers impossi- 
ble. So Microsoft introduced its own videotaped 
demo to establish that the DOJ witness's program 
was flawed That's when David Boies went to work. 
After getting Allchin to vouch for the video, Boies 
showed that the Microsoft demo was not reliable 
evidence, but an edited document. 

Implication: the Softies had cooked the bits. 

But the judge allowed Allchin to re-create the 
experiment at their lawyers' office on Wednesday 
night. The resulting video seemed to bear out the 
essence of Microsoft's claims. Instead of a possible 
fraud, it just seemed that Microsoft screwed up 
with its first tape. Not for the first time in rhis trial. 
Microsoft had shot itself in the foot, casting a 


shadow on the reliability of all its evidence. ■ 
Hardly noticed, though, was the fascmsiJ 
nature of that second tape, showed in court 
"like a Warhol film," said a Microsoft lawyer.!^ 
vided a damning snapshot of computer uw.au 
1‘.W 9. While the experiment irself involved ho^ : 
tasks, Jim Allchin had to do something evetycq- 
iniler user dreads: installing programs and marj ; 
the Internet on a new PC. The 47-year-old Aide, i 
known at Microsoft as "the Windows guy; for 
allowed himself time to "start learning" the n^j 
purchased IBM laptops, and then had to it?,' 
working "until I understood howl could get aw' 
nectinn established pretty quickly." He had a fej : 
of a time hooking up his new ThinkPad. h!aiiq| 
the problem on local phone lines. "I'm gomgt; 
lake my life in my hands," he announced whemfc; 
rape began, “and connect on, hopefully, it* 
Internet." r 


YELTSIN ORDERS 
RESTRUCTURING OF THE 
RUSSIAN FORCES 


JAPAN & FREE TRADE 


BTG BOYS - WHERE ARE THEY NOW: 


jt : .5 


TOKYO (AFP) — Japan is ready to “face reality" 
and consider ditching its long-held opposition 
to joining regional free trade accords with its 
key Asian partners, a senior official says. 

Hie belief that such agreements discriminate 
against outsiders was changing, he said, and 
Tokyo was now mulling such an agreement with 
partners and in particular with South Korea. 

“Japan's fundamental position was that while 
such agreements are discriminatory against 
non-member countries they are against the spir- 
it of the GATT (General Agreement on Thrifts and 
Trade)." said Noboru Hatakeyama, head of the 
Japan External Trade Organisation (JETRO). 

"But there is a change of the Japanese gov- 
ernment’s attitude towards regional agreements 
such as FTA (Free Trade Agreements) or custom 
unions." he said. 

Tokyo had suddenly begun to feel somewhat 
alone in irs opposition to the regional deals. 
"We cannot prevail alone. We have to face reali- 
ty.” said Hatakeyama, noting that 26 of the 
world’s 30 main economies were or would be 
partners in such accords the European Union, 
the North American Free TVade Agreement and 
the Association of Southeast Asian Nations’ 
planned Free Trade Agreement (AFTA). These 
regional agreements were becoming more tight- 
ly-knit with measures such as the launch of the 
euro. The ELI was Talking with other parts of 
Europe and NAFTA with South America's 
Mercosur (mercado del sur). 

The four major economies yet to Join the 
game, Japan, China, Sourh Korea and Taiwan, 
"are ail around here, in this area," said the pres- 
ident of JETRO, which is responsible for pro- 
moting trade. 

. In a world that was regionalising as fast it was 
globalising, "the rest of the world has been 
enjoying a dual-track approach, both through 
the WTO (World Trade Organisation) and 
regional agremeents," said Hatekayama, former 
vice minister for the Ministry of International 
Trade and Industry (MITI). 

''If Japan confines itself to only one track it 
can lose the opportunity which might be 
extended through the second track," 
Hatekayama added. 

The wind of change blew from the outside, as 
is often the case here. Hie historic visit to japan 
by South Korean President Kim Dae-Jung in 
November 1998 was aimed not only at burying 
their painful past but also launching an eco- 
nomic partnership between Asia’s most 
advanced economies. 

"Kim Dae-Jung' s visit made the change possi- 
ble. If there had been no demand, policy would 
not have changed," said the JETRO chief. During 
the visit, Seoul added Tbkyo's name to the half- 


dozen countries with which it envisaged a free- 
trade accord reaching from Chile to the United 
States and South Africa. In Japan MITI has 
charged JETRO with conducting a parallel study, 
the results of which are to be released in early 
summer. Any firm agreement is likely to be 
years away. Hatakeyama said he had raised the 
idea informally with Chinese officials but with- 
out great success. "Chinese government offi- 
cials were not interested anyway. I don't know 
why,” he said. He personally rejected the idea of 
a free trade agreement between the United 
States and Japan, the world's two economic 
giants whose relationship has been charac- 
terised by trade friction for decades. 

The idea, once raised by thcn-US ambassador 
to Japan Mike Mansfield, is not unthinkable, the 
JETRO chief admits. "But they are the two 
largest economies so it would be better for 
them not to be involved in an agreement that 
would have some discriminatory effect on the 
others." 


AS 


year after BTG firings, last Tuesday marked die first 
anniversary of a notorious day at the Fairfax offices 


7 lof technology contractor BTG Inc. On the morning of 
ftb. 2 last year; five BTG vice presidents were summoned 
to the office of chief executive Ed Bersoff, where four were 
fired; the fifth resigned that right. The execu- 
tives Steve Baldwin, Steve Schlosser, Brian 
Nightingale, Scott Reynolds and Raul Collins had 
ted a bid to purchase BTG’s computer "reseller" 
division, which die company had agreed to sell to 
Government Technology Services Inc. of Chantilly, in a 
coinpanywide e-mail, Bersoff said the vice presidents liad 
been fired ‘‘with cause,” and that they had engaged in 
activities “designed to disrupt BTG's operation.” (A week 
later, the firings were rescinded and the four vice presi- 
dents resigned instead.) After they left BTG’s headquarters, 
the vice presidents repaired ro a nearby restaurant, the 
Crab House in Fail' Lakes, to plan their next move, last 
Tuesday, the group returned there to commemorate the 
anniversary and mark how far they've come in the past 
year. “We toasted our good fortune,” said Collins, adding 
that the group sipped nothing stronger than iced tea and 
soda “because we're all working people." Where are they 


now? Shortly after they left BTG. the four fonrcr rinp 
jdencs joined Intellisys Technology Corp, a privaufii 
technology services contractor a mile from tat 
offices. (Baldwin came on board eight months last 
resolving some outstanding employment ksuevtir 
he was elected ITCs chief execute^; 
company board yesterday.) Today, thehl 
mer BTGers own a 75 percent stale bf 
Reggie English' who founded the corp; 
1983, also owns a significant stake and is duiraad; 
company's board of directors. In the past yea; ITCi? 
enue has jumped from S7 million to SI 22 nuliorin: 
company employs 1 10 people up from 35 a year ajjo 
staff includes veterans of the BTG reseller dfviaxnV 
not go ro GTSI. Several of those employee had 
the fanner via* presidents to BTG from other car f.. 
"Many have long histories with ns." sad Collins, ta 
ITC executive who still significant equity state mBtu 
group communes with old friends at BTG.buisavt# 
moved beyond last year's bitterness. It's all nr#' 
us." Baldwin said. "We're all able to look forf- 
wuuld not comment on his fanner executives^' 
of last year. 


MOSCOW (R) - President Boris 
Yeltsin told his defense minis- 
ter on Wednesday to come up 
with a plan by May to merge 
Russia's vast nuclear forces and 
to finish restructuring the 
entire military by the end of 
this year, news agencies said. 

Russia's defenses are being 
reformed to take account of 
reduced finances and changed 
priorities since the Soviet 
Union collapsed. But tight 
funding and top-brass inertia 
have hampered the pace of 
change in the world’s second 
nuclear power. 

"The structural reorganiza- 
tion of the armed forces 
should be completed in 1999," 

Defense Minister Igor Sergeyev 
quoted Yeltsin as saying, 
according to the news agen- 
cies. 

"Specific solutions should be 
found by May and the entire 
reorganization should be com- 
pleted this year." 

Russia has already merged ... . , . 

its air defeiue force with the m,ss ' lcs a,,d thos ' ! Sllb - 

air force. But the various com- ,nannes or long-range aircraft - 

ponenrs of the country's remain under separate corn- 
nuclear arsenal - land-based maitcl. 




■ “'Wi- . • /, - k\ ‘ ~ r' : 


The aim overall is to end up 
with four main branches - air, 
land, sea and nuclear forces. 
With plans for an all-profes- 


sional military now uii to the 
back burner, the rejoicing of 
the command structure lias 
added significance. 

Sergeyev told the agencies 
after his Kremlin meeting with 
Yeltsin that the president had 
signed an order setting up a 
commission to draw up a 
merger plan for tile atomic 
forces. The commission, head- 
ed by Sergeyev, must report to 
Yeltsin by May. 

Western and Russian 
defense experts say there lias 
been a marked reluctance 
among senibr officers in the 
various unclear branches tn 
bring their forces under a uni- 
fied command akin to the US 
Strategic Command and thus 
see their authority diluted. 

An additional factor is each 
branch is eager to grab its 
share of die limited funds lor 
new weapons and equipment. 
That would lie even harder if 
the money came from one pnt. 

How the merger and overall 
restructuring will be funded 
within such a tight deadline 
lias yet to be explained. 


RUSSIAN PM SETS FOR TRUCE 
TALKS WITH PARLIAMENT 


GROUP OF 15 IN JAMAICA 


MONTEGO BAY (AP) — Leaders of 
developing nations whose financial 
problems have captured the • 
world's attention are meeting this 
week to devise strategies ro rescue 
their economies. 

But the members of the so-called 
Group of 15 nations _ which 
includes huge nations like India 
and accounts for 30 percent of the 
world’s population _ find them- 
selves with sometimes conflicting 
interests, and complain they lack 
the political clout they deserve. 

“It seems you have ro go down in 
flames before people listen," said 
delegate Richard A. Pierce of 
Jamaica, a Caribbean nation that 
has lost thousands of textile jobs 
due to the fiercely competitive 
global free trade market. 

Foreign ministers and several 
heads of state from the group _ 
called the G-I5, although it has 
now grown to 17 states __ are 
attending the three-day meeting 
here starting Wednesday. 

Among the leaders expected is 
new Venezuelan President Hugo 
Chavez, who on Tuesday 


announced a package of measures 
to help close a dlrs 9 billion deficit 
and reverse an economic decline 
caused partly by a 12-year low in 
oil prices. 

Other attending nations includ- 
ed Malaysia, whose economiccol- 
lapse launched Southeast Asia’s 
financial crisis; Indonesia, where 
economic problems brought down 
the government; and Brazil, which 
is struggling to avert hyperinflation 
and a currency collapse. 

Together, the G-15 nations pro- 
duce dirs 2 trillion worth of goods, 
or nearly 40 percent of the gross 
domestic product of all developing 
nations. 

Their problems, delegates argue, 
should prompt the IMF, World Bank 
and other multilateral institutions 
to re-think traditional measures 
emphasizing austerity in exchange 
for financial aid. 

Just last week, Brazil’s govern- 
ment and the International 
Monetary Fund agreed to deep 
budget cuts _ expected to hurt the 
poor _ in order to reduce a govern- 
ment budget deficit,- and high 


interest rates to curb inflation. 

"Someone at the conference 
pointed out that 450 of the 
Fortune 500 companies invest in 
Brazil, so when Brazil, lias a crisis, 
everyone should be listening," 
Pierce said. 

But finding common ground will 
be difficult. The G-I5’s rnnks 
include on one hand Mexico, which 
has preferred access to the U.S. 
consumer market as a member of 
the North American Free Trade 
Agreement, and on the other coun- 
tries like Jamaica, which have lob- 
bied hard for such access without 
success. 

in Jamaica’s case, the U.S. 
Congress has been loath to extend 
trade preferences, fearing a loss of 
textile jobs at home. 

A statement being drafted by 
delegates at the ninth annual G-15 
meeting offers few differences 
from previous declarations: giving 
foreign debt relief or forgiveness, 
allowing smaller states time to pre- 
pare for a world without trade bar- 
riers, preserving jobs and social 
stability. 


Jamaica's Daily Observer * 5 
paper reported that 
objected to n Malaysian suggr*^ 
that the United States l v 
European countries rcgubw 
currency speculators that MM 
blames in part for its econo® 1 

Malaysia wants to requiK^* 
lators to Invest for a 
two or three years, the nOTJ) 
said. Brazil and Mexico^, 
looking to benefit from shorts 
Investment. 

Such discord, Jamaican - 
Minister Seymour 
warned, could lead son \ 
elude that the grouped 
"losing its relevance," , 

Tire G-15, formed In W 
ter economic cooperation 
developing nations, 

made up of Algeria, ^ 

Brazil, *■ Chile, 

Indonesia, Jamaica, - j 
M exico. Nigeria, Pen 1 ' 
Venezuela and 
the nan^e stayed 
Kenya, and. lat*r Sri Wf. , 
added to the bloc, . !■ . ; ■ : 


MOSCOW (R) _ Prime Minister Yevgeny 
Primakov said on Wednesday he was deter- 
mined to bring political and economic sta- 
ility to Russia as he prepared for talks with 

P J ' amenta ry leaders on forging a political 
trace. 

President Boris Yeltsin also said he was 
committed to reaching an agreement tliar 
.. ensure calm as presidential and par- 
amentary elections loom in the next 18 
months. 

But the opposition Communist Party 
2 * 5l ? od ri ™ °ver demands for constitu- 
anges to limit the president’s pow- 
- ° n .?. °f several obstacles in the way of 

reconciliation. 

to * gc ^ emment is taking all measures 

10 Tl" Stability ln the «™try. both 
^ economic," ITAR-Tass news 

f iviiith Al° tCd Primakov « saying at talks ' 
K ^ar. head of the 

^riChamber offeree. 

;~h| ( t0 stabi,i2e the crisis- 

I'ltoorms JS W ? llld be based on mar ket 

E wiih th e l r derlined the need for 8° od 
liwlmm nternatI0nal Monetary Fund, 

is vitaHr a ‘ 1gr . eemenc on economic pol- 
is V| tal ir Ru ss,a is to win much-needed. 

h<,S take0 Charge ° r eve ry- 

?lin K thn . the president before 
h Parliamentary leaders, includ- 


ing communists. 

Details of his discussions with Yeltsin 
were not known but a spokesman said the 
president had "underlined lie is for political 
agreement in society, especially in an elec- 
tion year.” 

Primakov has urged Yeltsin, for the sake 
of stability, to approve a polirical mice. 

He wants Yeltsin to agree not to disband 
parliament or sack the cabinet, in exchange 
for parliament agreeing not to try to topple 
the government and dropping impeach- 
ment proceedings against the president. 

The plan would protect Primakov against 
sudden dismissal, the fate suffered by two 
of his predecessors last year, and further 
reduce the role of Yeltsin who, at 68, is 
dogged by ill health and has lost much of 
his once immense authority. 





YELTSIN'S PLANE DAMAGED 
ITALIAN PRIM* MINISTER'S 


collision at Hie 'Vi|ukov6-2 >alrport, .The 


P ress cent6r^wfru)d got j 


KIEV (R) - Ukraine’s President I cnniil Kuchma has officially invited Pnpe 
John Paul to visit the* former Soviet republic, the presidential spokesman 
said on Wednesday. 

"The Ukrainian president has invited the Pope to visit Ukraine." 
Oiexauder Martynenko told Reuters. "All oilier issues regarding the visit 
will be discussed together with services of the Vatican." He did not say 
when the visit might take place. Martynenko said the invitation had been 
personally handed to the Pontiff by Prime Minister Valery Pustovoiienko 
on a recent visit to Vatican City. 

A visit by the 78-year-old Pope would be the first by the head of the 
Roman Catholic church nor only to the Ukraine, but to die Commonwealth 
of Independent States. The CIS unites the former Soviet republics, except 
for the Baltic states of Estonia, Latvia and Lithuania. Ukraine, with a popu- 
lation of 50 million people, is a largely Christian Orthodox state, but over 
six niilliun citizens consider themselves Catholics. 




Ankara (DPA) - Croatian President Franjo Thcljiiiau arrived in Ank.ua 
Wednesday for three days of talks with Ibr key’s President Suleyman 
Dcntirel, the Aiiadolu news agency said. 

The two leaders plan oil discussing ilk 1 latest developments in the 
Balkans as well as signing agreements designed to strengthen the eco- 
nomiral relationship between the countries. 




OSLO (AFP) - Six Norwegian FKi fighter planes were Hying back to Italy 
Friday morning as part nt the North Atlantic Treaty Organization (NATO) 
force build-up on alert fur possible action in Kosovo. 

Tile Noi wegian government authorized the six planes tor NATO assign- 
ments last October, when NATO threatened Yugoslav President Slnlxjdan 
Milosevic with air attacks ir he continued military actions against the 
Kosuvn Albanians. But after a month NATO lowered all readiness in the 
wake ol an agreement with Milosevic and the fighrois relumed tn their 
home Rise in Norway. 

After the enhanced readiness agreed tin in the NATO Council earlier this 
week, ilie Norwegian defense miciistiv decided to deploy the F IG lightens 
to the Grazzanice air Rise outside Naples in Italy. 




HARARE (AFP) - Riot police blockaded the University of Zimbabwe campus 
here and patrolled the capital Wednesday to prevent a demonstration 
against President Robert Mugabe's increasingly beleaguered government. 
The police fired teargas to prevent hundreds of students tearing the cam- 
pus to march into town, witnesses said. 

They had planned a protest against .government corruption, 
Zimbabwe's intervention in the Democratic Republic of Congo (DRC) con- 
flict, a crackdown on the media and delays in the payment of student 
grants.The signs of student unrest come just days after the university 
reopened following the summer vacation, and against the background of 
rising political temperatures in Zimbabwe. 

In rhe past month, four journalists have been charged with creating 
“alarm and despondency," and Mugabe has dtallenged Supreme Court 
judges ro resign after they asked him to reaffirm his commitment to the] 
rule of law. Iasi year, Zimbabwe was rocked by an unprecedented wave of 
social unrest, including food riots and national strikes, as discontent grew 
over economic hardships, corruption and the DRC conflict 




BISSAU (AFP) - Soldiers from Senegal and Guinea will leave Guinea-Bissau, 
where they backed President Joao Bernardo Vieira against a major army 
mutiny, by the end of the month, officials said Wednesday. 

A Joint military commission including Vieira loyalists, army officers back- 
ing his rival General Ansumane Mane, and the west African intervention 
force ECOMOG announced that the foreign pro-Vieira troops would all be 
out of the country by Feb. 28. • 

Senegal and Guinea sent troops to live neighboring country when an 
army insurrection broke out on June 7, a day after Vieira sacked Mane as 
armed forces diief In connection with alleged arms dealing to separatists 
in southern Senegal. Two battalions of 1 .200 Senegalese and Guinean sol- 
diets of a total of some 2,900 will leave Bissau, the coastal capital of the 
tropical west African nation, by Sunday, the joint military verification and 
control commission (CMVQ sald Weduesday ^ < • - 
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CLINTON'S PROPOSAL FOR 
BUDGET SURPLUSES IS A DECEIT 


11-12 FEBRUARY 1999 THEAi 


WASHINGTON - W? have grown 
accustomed to the president's 
proposing programs of mind-bog- 
gling complexity. But not since 
Clinton's ill-fated healtixare plan in 
1993 have we seen anything quite 
so baffling and deceptive as his pro- 
posal for budget surpluses. Hie 
president has (alien a good idea - 
using the surpluses to repay federal 
debt - and, through a misleading 
accounting device, converted it into 
a bad idea: a scheme to protect and 
expand government benefits for 
the ekterfy at tlie expense of tomor- 
row's workers. 

‘The notion tliat the federal gov- 
ernment's sole purpose b to sup- 
port the consumption of the baby 
boom in retirement is ally and out- 
rageous," says economist Eugene 
Steuerle of the Urban Institute. 

But tills is. with only slight exag- 
geration, Clinton's vision. Hie 
administration expects taxes to 
remain near historic records, while 
uonretirement spending (from 
Head Start to defense) continuous- 
ly shrinks as a share of the total. By 
2020, the share of Social Security, 
Medicare and Medicaid - the main 
programs for the elderly - could eas- 
ily rise by 50 percent. 

Indeed, the administration's pro- 
jections could be conservative 
because they don't include pro- 
posed new retirement benefits. The 
president wants Medicare to cover 
prescription drugs and Social 
Security to expand benefits for wid- 
ows. Though these proposals have 
merits, they would be expensive. 
Informally, the administration esti- 
mates rite drag benefit alone to 
cost between S10 billion and S 15 
billion annually.' 

The full implications of the 
Clinton plan have escaped much of 
the press and Congress, because it 
is so bewildering. Just how bewil- 
dering became dear at a recent 
budget seminar held by tlie Urban 
Institute, a think tank. Clinton's 
plan, said one budget expert, 
“obscures die issues with totally 
opaque accounting that has taken 
experts hours to understand." 

To see why, it helps to untangle 
the accounting. Wliar you find is 
that Clinton is (as critics chntge) 
double counting much of the sur- 
plus and, worse, creating S2.7 tril- 
lion in “funny money" - funds that 
don't exist and whose purpose is to 
force future Congresses and presi- 
dents to favor retirees over work- 
ers. 

Consider how Hie Clinton pro- 
gram would operate in its first year 
(fiscal 2000). Tlie overall budget sur- 
plus Is estimated at SI 17.3 billion. 
Tliis consists of a S 1 295 billion sur- 
plus In die Social Security mist fund 
and a S12J billion deficit for the 
rest of the budget. So Sodal 
Security allocates its surplus to the 
US Treasury and in return gets 
$129.5 billion in Treasury bonds 
and securities. 

Then the Treiistiry would spend 


the 5129.5 billion as follows: (1) 
5122 billion to cover the deficit of 
die Test of die budget; ( 2 ) about 520 
billion to make direct government 
loans (to college students, among 
others): (3) S18 billion to buy com- 
mon stocks for the Social Security 
mist fund; (4) 5 14 billion to finance 
Clinton's proposed “Universal 
Savings Accounts" for individuals; 
and (5) 565 billion to repay existing 
federal debt held by the public. This' 
mostly exliausts the SI 29.5 billion. 

But Clinton isn't finished. He 
would also deposit another 567 bil- 
lion of US Treasury securities in die 
Social Security trusr fund and 
another 518 billion into the 
Medicare trust fluid. Where does 
this money come from? Nowhere. 
This is the fonny money. Note the 
arithmetic. Tlie Sodal Security trust 
fund had an actual surplus of 
S 129.5 billion: but with die infusion 
of tlie extra 567 billion, it receives 
5196.5 billion ofTreasury securities. 
Tlie Medicare trust fond gets a free 
transfer ofS18 billion (a "donation." 
says one official). 

Over 15 years. Clinton would 
make about S2.7 trillion of "dona- 
tions" by issuing these securities. By 
precammitting nonexistent funds, 
lie's trying to shift most of the cost 
of the baby boom’s retirement onto 
future workers, wiio are the main 
taxpayers. As Social Security and 
Medicare costs rose, they would be 
paid in part by laving die Social 
Scanity and Medicare trust funds 
redeem dieir Treasury securities. 
Tlie Treasury could repay only if 
Congress squeezed other spend- 
ing, raised taxes or resumed deficit 
financing. So workers (and the 
young) would pay through higher 
taxes, lower government services 
or more debt. 

Naturally, the Clinton administra- 
tion denies that it's stifling a healthy 
debate over balancing the needs of 
tomorrow's workers and retirees. 
Indeed, it says that it would pay for 
new benefits (Medicare drug cover- 
age and better Social Security for 
widows) through "reforms" diat 
would create savings. Wliat would 
these be? Asked recently at a press 
briefing what retirement benefits 
might be ait. Treasury Secretary 
Robert Rubin responded: "Tliey're 
rough issues to deal with - no one 
wants to get out front politically.” 

Exactly. Here's a president not up 
for re-election wiio still won't lead 
on "tough" issues. All the advan- 
tages of his proposal would occur 
'under a simple plan to use the sur- 
pluses to retire federal debt. 

But Clinton rejects compreliensi- 
ble simplicity for calailated abscuri- 
ty. What people don't understand 
they can'r easily attack. And their 
ignorance creates the illusion that 
lie is facing the critical dioices 
when he isn’t. 


SECURITY COUNCIL AGREES 
ON RESOLUTION TO HALT 
ETHIOPIA- ERITREA FIGHTINol 


UNITED NATIONS (AP) - The 
UN Security Council reached 
agreement Wednesday on a res- 
olution demanding an immedi- 
ate end to fighting between 
Ethiopia and Eritrea and a halt 
on arms sales to the two coun- 
tries. 

“We might be witnessing 
soon the first high-tech war in 
Africa,'' Ambassador Mohamed 
Sahnoun, a special envoy of 
Secretary-General Kofi Annan 
who just visited both countries, 
warned after briefing the coun- 
cil. “Both sides have purchased 
sophisticated fighter planes for 
bombing purposes. It Is a disas- 
ter." 

Russia's UN Ambassador 
Sergey Lavrov and France's UN 
Ambassador Alain Dejammet 
said a vote on the resolution 
was expected later Wednesday. 


Diplomats said the demand 
that all countries voluntarily 
and immediately stop tlie sale 
of arms and ammunition to 
Ethiopia and Eritrea was a pre- 
lude to a likely mandatory UN 
arms embargo if the fighting 
doesn’t end soon. 

“The marker is laid," said a 
Western diplomat, speaking on 
condition of anonymity. 

Fighting between Eritrea and 
Ethiopia first flared in May, 
1998, killing 1,000 people. It 
ended after two weeks, and 
U.S. officials helped broker an 
uneasy cease-fire, but heavy 
fighting erupted again on 
Saturday. 

Publicly, Ethiopia and Eritrea 
say they are fighting over rights 
ro tracts of remote, mostly 
uninhabited land along rheir 
common 1 , 000 -kllometer (620- 


mile) border. But the conflict is 
less about disputed borders 
than idculugical differences, 
trade problems and persona! 
rivalry. 

The draft UN resolution con- 
demns the resumption of the 
border conflict and "demands 
an immediate halt to the hostil- 
ities commencing with an 
immediate end to the use of air 
power." 

It also demands that Ethiopia 
and Eritrea resume diplomatic 
efforts to resolve the conflict 
peacefully and calls on both 
countries to ensure the safety 
of civilians and respect human 
rights. 

The Security Council on 
Tuesday issued a press state- 
ment expressing "dismay" over 
the resumption of fighting. 

Tlie secretary-general attend- 


ed the council debate, j . 

When he arrived at Uflkd 
quarters, Annan told rej.' 
he discussed the resumpfojj 
fighting with President I;. 
Clinton and U.S. national Ra- 
rity adviser Sandy Bergerwf, 
flight from Amman, Jordan 
Washington after the fiintri/ 
Jordan’s King Hussein. 

"They are doing white;' 
theycan alsototrytobraji 
parties to the table,” he sci 
and so is the OrganlutiM: 
African Unity. 

Asked whether he was 9 
mistic about ending the v 
flier. Annan replied: 1 k 
think it's hopeless. I thinh 
have to keep trying. Wk: 
comes to peace you Itawtd 
whatever you can to obrni 
and bring the parties 
table." 


US, BRITISH JETS STRIKE IRAQI AIR DEFENSE! 
ONE CIVILIAN KILLED, OTHERS INJURED 


WASHINGTON (AP) - U.S. and British war- 
planes struck several Iraqi air defense 
sites Wednesday after three waves of 
Iraqi fighters violated the southern "no- 
fly" zone in the first clash in a week, U.S. 
military officials said. 

Iraqi planes and anti-aircraft missile 
batteries didn't target the Western jets, 
but U.S. and British pilots fired on the air 
defense systems to remove a potential 
danger, said Navy Lt. Cmdr. Ernest 
Duplessis, a spokesman for U.S. Central 
Command in Florida. 

“Any time we have a violation of the no- 
fly zone, that is a threat," Duplessis said. 

Coalition aircraft included more than 
half a dozen U.S. Air Force F-15E fighters 
and A-IOjets with enough firepower to 
take out tanks as well as several British 


GR-1 Tornado fighter-bombers. All 
returned safely to base after separate 
attacks over the course nr abour eight 
hours, the Pentagon said. 

The official Iraqi News Agency reported 
the strikes killed a civilian and injured 
others. U.S. officials said a damage 
assessment had not been completed. 

The Western warplanes used precision- 
guided missiles and bombs _ although 
U.S. officials didn't say how many _ to hit 
surface-to-air missile batteries, radar 
sites and a communications tower. ll.S. 
defense officials said. 

The incidents occurred nenrTalil, about 
170 miles (270 kilometers) southeast of 
Baghdad, and near An Najaf, about 100 
miles (160 kilometers) smith of Baghdad. 
The Western aircraft first struck between 


0730 and 0930 GMT and in a seconds 
at about 1600 GMT, U.S. officials sad 

In the three separate violations, p- 
nf Russian-made MiG-23 or MiG-25 K 
entered about 60 miles (100 kilomc « 
into the no-fly zone, but turned tail" - 
confronted, the Pentagon said. 

Western planes have hit about 
defense sites in response to morethi'.' 
violations of the flight-denial w ** 1 
up alter the 1991 Gulf War to P«* 
Iraqi minority groups and rebels. 

Iraqi President Saddam Hussein ^ 
challenging the no-fly zones 
and British air strikes against hisMJ? 
facilities ami command and control ^ 
let s in mid-December. 


FULL EXTENT OF ANCIENT EOYPTIA* 
CHEMISTRY SKILLS REVEALED 

A NCIENT Egyptians did 
more. than develop the 
first perfumes, face pow 
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ANOTHER GETTY MILLIOHAIRE 
BUYS AN IRISH PASSPORT 
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| DUBLIN (AFP) - An Irish pass- 
port has been purchased for 
qne million punts (51.44 mil- 
lion, 1.27 million euros) by 
-fora Get, a member of the 
1 wealthy oil family, according to 
the department of justice 
Wednesday. 

He is a grandson of John 
Paul Getty who was regarded 
as the world's wealthiest man 
when he died in 1976. 

He is the third member of 
the family to purchase Irish cit- 
izenship under the so-called 
"passports-for-sale” scheme, 
an investment-based natural- 
ization system which was set 
up to create Jobs. 

Tara Getty, 30, was natural- 
ized on 28 July, 1998 according 
to the department and pur- 


chased an Irish home at 
Castlecourt, Old Butterfield 
Avenue, Rathfamliam, Dublin, 
as is required under the 
scheme. 

Getty, and his wife, Jessica, 
currently live in South Africfl. 

Two other members of the 
family Mark Harris Getty and 
Christopher Ronald Getty pur- 
chased Irish homes In the 
Ballsbridge and Dalkey areas 
of Dublin when they bought 
Irish passports five years ago. 

The system of selling Irish 
passports was discontinued 
last year by the government 
after allegations of irregulari- 
ties. 

Several applications were 
being processed when tlie 
scheme was axed and Tara 


Getty's Is understood to be 
one of them. 

The justice department 
refused to say if there were 
any other Getty family pass- 
ports in the pipeline as part of 
the backlog being cleared. 

In addition to buying a 
house or apartment in Ireland, 
satisfying minimum residency 
conditions and swearing alle- 
giance to the state, passport 
buyers have to invest a mini- 
mum of a million punts in job- 
creating industry. 

Tlie department refused to 
provide details of the invest- 
ments connected with the 
Getty investments or the num- 
ber of jobs created. 

The . passport-for-snle 
scheme has proved very attrac- 


tive for some wealthy people 
for tax reasons. 

Irish passports have also 
been purchased for the entree 
it gives to tlie European Union. 

Citizenship has been pur- 
chased by millionaires from 
Hong Kong, the Middle East 
and former communist bloc 
states. 

Former American citizen, 
John Dorrance, 54, who 
bought a passport in 1994, is 
regarded as the richest man in 
Ireland, with an estimated for- 
tune of about 1.5 billion punts 
(S2.159 billion. 1.904 billion 
euros). 

His grandfather invented 
the process for condensing 
soup that led to die Campbell 
empire. 


TEN YEARS ON, 

ISRI LANKAN HUMAN RIGHTS 
VIOLATORS ARE JAILED 


The Washington Post 

tfie same day 


A NCIENT Egyptians did 
more, than develop the 
first perfumes, face pow 
der and eye shadow. They 
founded the science of chem- 
istry 4,000 years ago. accord- 
ing to a report in Nature 
today. 

The evidence had lain 
unnoticed for decades in the 
contents of little jars made of 
alabaster, pottery, wood, and 
reed discovered in tombs and 
sent to the Louvre museum in 
Paris, jars that may once have 
stood on a princess's dressing 
table. 

Egyptians understood phar- 
macy: they used red lead and 
antimony salves to treat eye 
disease, prescribed castor oil 


The Guardian} 

& THE ARAB DAILY 

trie same daij , • 


as a laxative and put tannic 
acid on burns. They devel- 
oped medicine: one palace 
official rejoiced In the title 
Keeper of the Royal Rectum, 
for his knowledge of enemas. 

These were experiments 
with natural materials. Tlie 
contents of the pots also 
appeared to come from 
nature, from the lead-based 
ores, galena and cenissite. 
However* scientists frorii the 
museum’s laboratories, and ' 
from L'Oreal,: the cosmetics’.: 
firm, found laurlonlte and 


phosgeniic, two lead chloride 
compounds hardly ever found 
in nature but used for cen- 
turies in cosmetics. 

Tlie two -compounds couid 
not be the end product of nat- 
ural decay of the ores over the 
years: the only conclusion was 
that some apothecary had 
synthesised the two and 
mixed them with oils to create 
a variety of textures. 

Modern scientists then 
recreated the chemistry of 
2,000 BC. They mixed lead 
oxide - a by-product of silver 
mining - with salt and water; 
in soft water, they got lauripn- ■ 
Ite; in soda water, the result, 
was phosgenite. ' 

The conclusion: as well aS 


COLOMBO, Sri Lanka (AP) - A Sri Lankan 
court Wednesday sentenced six soldiers 
anil a school principal to 10 years in 
prison for the abduction of 25 high 
school students who disappeared in 1989 
and 1990, court officials said. The abduc- 
tions came to be known as one of Sri 
Lanka’s most infamous human rights 
case. It symbolized two years of teiror in 
which human rights groups say up to 
W .000 people were killed during a gov- 
ernment crackdown on a Marxist group 
trying to topple the govern nient. Tlie stu- 
dents were believed to have been killed, 
out prosecutors said they did not have 
enough evidence for a murder conviction 
ajld * imited the charge to abduction. The 
government was waging a shadowy war 
Jgamst the People's Liberation Front, 
nown by its Sinhalese acronym JVP, 
W ,?* e . mem hers were assassinating 
Poiticians and government workers. 

ports by international human rights 
f oups said most victims were murdered 
J_ soldiers, policemen and eovernment- 


tlie ancient Egypt Poops said most victiir 
invented a fire-based |_y soldiers, policemen 
istry in 2,500 BC to ; ■ a j- _ _ ^ 
pigments, they V C A MB 
to invent 

“wet chemistry" || . ||J| | 

Py Tim RBdftfU ^p^oom Penh (DPAJ _ 

Mliil# ,J 'f mb0dian au thorities 
shuc ^ a roU nd 


sponsored dentil squads, even though im 
link with the JVP was established. 

According to reports at the time, vic- 
tims were snatched in tlie dead of night 
by masked men in military vehicles. Tlie 
sight of bodies trapped in burning tires 
was common in much of the Indian Ocean 
island. A government commission last 
year announced it had found evidence 
18,000 people simply vanished, and rec- 
ommended all the cases be prosecuted. 
More than 200 soldiers and policemen 
have already been charged. 

Prosecutors said school principal 
Dayananda Lokugaiappaththl convinced 
the military that 25 seniors in his school 
and a neighboring one were linked to the 
People’s Liberation Front. 

Lokugalappatlithi allegedly was angry 
his son was ridiculed by the teenagers 
over a love affair. The victims' families tes- 
tified that soldiers raided their homes in 
Embllipitiya, a town 130 kilometers 
southeast of the capital, Colombo, during 
a 16-month period and took away their 


sons, aged 16-17. 

Some of the parents later saw their 
children at a military base. Tlie teenagers 
later disappeared one after another, and 
tlie military denied knowledge of the 
arrests. The country's attorney-general 
refused to file charges against the sol- 
diers. The principal was promoted and 
moved to another town, and his son 
joined the army. 

In 1994, a mass grave was discovered 
on a nearby mountain, and a newly elect- 
ed regime reopened the case later that 
year. 

The trial before High Court judge 
Chandradasa Nanayakkara in Ratnapura, 
55 kilometers away, lasted four and a half 
years, with more than 400 witnesses. 
Each accused faced 80 charges relating to 
the abductions. The verdict can be 
appealed in two higher courts. The judge 
acquitted the officer in charge of the 
army base, and the principal's son, for 
lack of evidence. 


TAL MURDER, REMAINS FF fiE 


Sahhaf 

Wednesday S* tavTn 0 t“ walt «“- 


news agehty ,7 

u„ L, wiA * ^ri2. d ,?. he niur<|e '', offl- 


owners 

MUnta! ‘ r ( 'S, Si Ifc,'!** ^ the p„ Uc e 
gave no ^ “ 


San, will never be arrested 
for allegedly shooting 
waitress Cheng Srey in the 
forehead after she refused 
his sexual advances. 

The shocking Feb. 2 
murder highlights 
Cambodia’s continuing 
cycle of violence and cul- 
ture of irfipunity. where 


of Daun Penh district, 
where the : shooting 
occurred, said he was 
waiting for a warrant to 
arrest the Suspect. 

“We know who the' 
killer Is," he said. "Were 
waiting for an arrest war- 
rant'" 


pect will not be protected 
from arrest. 

"No one can protect 
him," the general said. 
“He must be anested." 

• Karaoke bar owners 
whose businesses were 
dosed following the mur- 
der said police were 
unfairly punishing them, . 

“My businesses has. 


ture of irfipunity. where General Khieu Sopheak, unfairly punishing them, 
the rich and well-connect- a spokesman for the Inte- "My , ^businesses has. 

ed can literally get away rior "ministry, whidi con-; been hurt by local audpr- 

with murder. ’ trols the Nations! Police ‘Hies cracking^ down rafter 

Pol Pltiiey, police chief / ^departM^. S^ditlie sps- the^ said one 


owner. "Why do authori- 
ties dose all the karaoke 
houses? We .have legal 
licenses from the authori- 
ties." 

However, district police 
said they had previously 
planned to shut down the 
bars, whidi they said were 
operating illegally. 

Some karaoke; houses 
In Phnom penh are fronts 
for prostitution and drug 
trafficking.: 


The Washington P ost 

tfie same day 


WASHINGTON - Loathing the 
culture is as American as apple 
pie. We loathe it from tlie right, 
decrying rents in our moral and 
social fabric, and yearning for 
traditions lost. We loathe it 
from the left, bemoaning the 
distorting grip of capitalism and 
yearning for more government 
funding. 

Even when garni news 
pierces the gloom, as ir has 
recently, we hasten in assert 
that, socially and culm rally, 
we're still headed fur hell in a 
handbasket, 'lake a recent piece 
in the National Journal called 
“Tliis Perplexing Union:" “On 
the eve or a new conttii y. there 
is no escaping the goad news," 
it says, reciting sume of it. Bill 
don't gel too cheery: “Much nf 
our popular culture is g. ullage, 
celebrity is almost infinitely 
more valued than adiieveiiieni. 
there is little stigni.i m giccil 
and materialism." 

I .ist sun liner, the cull me min- 
islcis nf 19 nations, including 
America's best friends, met in 
Ottawa to ponder bow they 
could protect themselves and 
their culture from - well, from 
us ami ours. 

We weren't invited. 

So how exactly does it look 
these days, tliis culture found 
by many so offensive, tliis 
“moral rat" that some smell 
upon us? Let us check out a lew 
indices of moral and cultural 
health, starting with young peo- 
ple. 

After two decades of 
increase, the proportion of high 
school students who have had 
sex has fallen 1 1 percent in die 
1990s, according to a federal 
report released last fall. For the 
first time this decade, fewer 
than half reported having sex; 
among boys, the decline was 
particularly striking - 49 per- 
cent. versus 57 percent in 1991. 
Teen births and abortions are 
both down. 

Or take alcohol. In 1 980, 72 
percent of high school seniors 
said they had consumed alcohol 
recently. That figure in 1996 
was51percent. In 19B5, 17 per- 
cent of students said they had 
tried cocaine. In 1996, it was 7 
percent. 

Violent crime is at its Ipwesf 
point In 25 years. Since the 
early 1990s. homicides are 
down about 20 percent. 

As for cultural indicators, a 
Cato Institute report lost -fall 
called. “Is Our. Culture in 
1 Define?” cited some dramatic 
statistics, : • 


The average American buys 
more than twice ns many books 
today as in 1947. Bookstores 
jumped nearly 10 -fold in that 
time. The rube and the Net have 
dearly not vanquished the 
book. 

From 1965 to 1990, the num- 
ber of symphony orchestras in 
tlie United States grew from 58 
to nearly 300, opera companies 
from 27 to more than 1 50, non- 
profit regional theaters from 22 
Lo 500. Theater ticket sales are 
up. More American students arc 
studying abroad. 

Of course, our culture is far 
more diverse, n fact dial enrich- 
es or diminishes it, depending 
on your view. Some of the 
greatest cultural debates rage 
over the quick embrace of fleet- 
ing trends and the lack of 
respect lor die gre.it voices ol 
the past. But we seem ill fact to 
be blessed with a culture dial 
can appreciate Mozart even as 
it enables women .songwriters 
and singers lo soar. 

laments over cultural decline 
echo through history. Listen lo 
this IR0H European nbservei mi 
the tragedy of the proliferation 
of popular novels ilmiugh circu- 
lating libraries: " I heie is scarce- 
ly a street ol the meinipolis, or 
a village in the country, in which 
a circulating library may not he 
found: nor is there a corner nf 
the empire, where the English 
language is understood, that 
has not suffered from the 
effects of this institution 
Today, we focus on some 
foul-mouthed rapper as if he 
were tlie sum total of all tliar 
we do and think, look at and lis- 
ten to - as if lie were somehow 
more representative of our cul- 
ture than Duke Ellington or 
Martha Graham or Alfred 
Hitchcock. 

Only history will sift out the 
great voices of our era, as it has 
from other eras. But we do have 
them, just as previous centuries 
had their Jerry Springer equiva- 
lents. 

All of this is not to say we 
couldn't use some uplift. For 
exactly this purpose, poet and 
author Czeslaw Milosz assem- 
bled “A Book of Luminous 
Things." It is an anthology of 
poetry - an art form which, as 
Milosz says, "cannot look at 
things of this earth other than 
• as colorful, variegated and 
exciting, and so lt cannot 
reduce life, with all its pain, hor- 
ror, suffering and ecstasy, to a 
unified tonality of boredom or 
complaint." 

A frequent revjew of tlie 
many good tilings going on 
around us culturally and social- 
ly, and a daily dip into Milosz's 
delightful collection: There’s a 
fine cure for cultural pessftrilsfo, •• 
whatever dfrectipn , (t'sSwmlng •! 

V;'7' 



■■HHMi m 


WMMNP 


TM2FEBRUARY 1999 THEARAlpTHE ARAB UAIlY 11-12 FEBRUARY 1999 


11 ^ »WW*] ^ 

THE "HA SH EM / 77: .V ' CONTRIBUTIO N 1HE 
RESTORATION OF THE DOME OF ] ROCK 

IN JERUSALEM 
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T ihe Dome oF the Rock in 
Jerusalem, also called The 
Mosque of Omar, and at best, Al 
Hnram Al Sharif (The Noble Sanctuary) 
is llie second of the Muslim Holy 
Shrines. 

The bloodless handing 


Jerusalem was handed over to the 
Muslims by the Christian Patriarch of 
Jerusalem, Sophroaius. who offered 
Omar Ibn cl-Khattab. the second 
Muslim Caliph, the keys of the Holy 
City. Arab Christians had left the ranks 
of the Byzantine imperialists. When 
Muslim Arabs, namely Khaled Ibn al- 
Walid, conquered them at the battle of 
Yannouk, the few Byzantine survivors 
withdrew to Constantinople. 
Sophronius welcomed the Muslim 
Arab conquerors as liberators. 

Omar ibn el-Khattab ordered a 
mosque to be built over the Holy Rock 
from which Prophet Muhammad is said 
to have risen into heaven, Mi’raaj. 
where he paid tribute to the prophets 


and contemplated the ordinances of 
God. 

The mosque was built by Abd al- 
Malek bin Marwan in 687 A.D. 

The Arab historian Ya'qubi, wrote in 
874, that Abd al-Malek built this 
domed monument above the rock as 
“a most sublime act of devotion, and 
the people took to the custom of cir- 
cumambulating the rock (Tawwaf) even 
as they had processed around the 
Kaaba in Mecca." 

The Dome of the Rock stands on a 
flat podium (140.900 sq. in.) that 


at first not Mecca, as it is today, but 
Jerusalem. We can still see in Medina, 
a mosque, built In the Bani Salama 
Quarters, that is equipped witli two 
Mihrabs ( niches that are centered on 
the wall of a mosque facing the Qibla), 
one facing Mecca, the other, 
Jerusalem. 

One more point that makes this 
shrine holy to muslims is the belief 
that Celestial Jerusalem will, at the end 
of time, descend here . 

The walls of the octagonal building 
are 20.6 metres wide x 12.1 metres 


encompasses two 
mosques, shrines and 


“Building the 


high, with 12 columns 
and 4 piers carrying a 


.I mosque was a most i 

* . m A pi ft t rliomatPr Ollfi Q. 


well ns the tombs of SUDlUl 

Muslim saints. ^eVC 

The exterior designl 

expresses the essential message of 
faith : the transition from the double 
square ( the octagon) to the spherical 
dome symbolizes the transition from 
Earth to heaven, according to rite cos- 
mogonies of the Middle East 
The Qibla, or direction that the 
faithful faced as they worshipped, was 


sublime act of 
devotion" 


» act of diameter and 9.4 
■ ii metres high. The drum 

12“ lindudes 16 windows, 

and carries a dome, the apex of which 
rises 35.5 metres above the floor. 

External walls are covered with 
polychrome glass mosaics, mostly blue 
and green or gilt (gold), including flo- 
ral, geometric, and calligraphic motifs. 

A frieze crowns the drum, decorated 
in Naskhi inscriptions from the Qur'an. 


Marble marquetry is also found on 
these walls. 

Sixteen stained glass windows con- 
vey filtered light to the interior while 
the doors that cut though the wall 
space, are covered by porches. These 
highly decorative porches are support- 
ed by a variety of columns reused 
from the city that was destroyed by the 
Persians in 614 A D. Earlier, these 
vaults were supported by wooden 
beams. This is proof of the different 
restorations and alterations that took 
place on this holy shrine throughout 
the Islamic era. 

Inside, one races a rhythmic network 
of arches and columns that encircle the 
Rock, allowing fur the circumainbula- 
tion of the masses. 

Below the Sakhra (the Rock) is a cav- 
ern attached to the ground Hour by a 
corridor. Titus Burkltard in "Art of 
Islam” describes it as " a representa- 
tion of the heart or the deepest tiring 
in man, the celestial ray that ties him 
to the superior worlds." Although 
used extensively in the world of Islam, 
such parallels between architecture 


and the spiritual world, n 
approved of by purist Muslims. , 


by NELLY LAMA 

Art & Culture Editor 


the 8th of May. 1952. the young king 
1 took action towards restoring the 


• Dome of the Rock that was now leak- 


....... 
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In 1 922, an appeal was sentout ing. 

supreme Muslim Council of jeri' . Jordanian Dinars 60 000 were limd- 
lunds to restore and repair flu} ed by Jordan. Saudi Arabia and other 
of the Rock. The lead roof individual donors came up with JD 
great pressure on the foundaoc-* 525,000 and Saudi contrators started 
" The first Hashemite restorat working in 1956 to replace the lead 
completed in 1924 unfair dome by one of anodised alu- 
Hussein. His tomb Is now to : ™ fnum llsi »S tk ‘ scioncillc know-how 
the southern corridors of (her *»*SCU. 71,0 ]l ^ n 8°vernmem 

King Abdallah tookupibeiif tec,micn! ‘ lsistnnco valued al 

, ... r 70.0110 jurdanian Dinars and the late 

Luluy of restoring the mosqwi J 
... , , , . • king Muhammad V ui Morocco offered 

suffered considerable daiwg: ■ , , , • , 

. .. ....carpets lor the ambu atones worth 

the 1948 war. He called L.^ . . IV _. . 

. , . . . ... toflOnjurdanj. in Dinars. Tins restora- 

restoralion of a s " tion was completed on August 6, 1964 
reconstructed neighbor* r lk , Ul0 , 980Si His Majeily King 

that were also damaged. Bug- || USSc „, rc ini dated actions towards 
I was assasinated in the H prcscivinj; the Holy site. Under his 
Mosc|uc, that stands besidetfii. instructions, Jordan's ministry of 
of the Rock, during Fridayprt;: ,\wqaf commissioned the Irish u>n- 
June 20. 1951. King Huswinw struction firm Mivau to gild the dome 
side. with 5000 gold plates, while lehuiUI- 

hnmediately after his come’ ing rouf supports, repairing the basic 
structure of the building and fireproof- 
ing it. 


Special interesr was also paid to tli 
restoration of rhe Salah Ed- in minbar. 


a stepped platform for preaching ser 
|n Al Aqsa Mosque. Australian Jew 
Dennis Rohan set fire to the mosque 
^ on August 21,1969. The restoration 
i cost JD 6 million. Fortunately the 
j restoration team was able to salvage 
the design of the original minbar, 
thahks to the painstaking efforts of 
Jamal Badran. 



Celestial Jerusalem will, at the end of time, descend here. 
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DID YOU KNOW? 


NELLY LAMA 


^ Art & Culture Editot 


A Friend to the Arts 

We cry at the loss of a great monarch, our Dear 
King Hussein, a friend of the Arts. 

Art, since prehistory, has been in the service of kings. 
During their reign, art showed their power, prosperity, 
and their achievements. Art played a great part in 
honouring kings at their death. 

Here in the land ofjordan, we can see great necrop- 
olis sites such as those of the seven sleepers 

(Hellenistic), The Roman tombs of Hesban, including a 

rare rolling-stone tomb, great sarcophagi from early 
anthropomorphic Canaanite styles, to the elaborate 
Roman ones covered with active figures, telling of the 
great achievements of the beloved departed. 

Throughout history, the people of this country have 
suffered losses that were heart-rending, but with 
courage and a certain resignation, they moved on to 
build great flourishing civilisations. Now history 
repeats itself. Our hearts may be broken, but we look 
on to a brighter tomorrow with its sunshine and great 
achievements. Bon courage I 
In our issue today you will see, in respect of our 
departed King, an article about Royal achievements in 
restoring the Dome of the Rock, the second shrine of 
Islam. 


NEXT WEEK 
amal Badran 


THE SALVAGING 
OF THE MINBAR OF 
SALAH ED-DIN AFTER 
THE FIRE AT AL AQSA 


Meeting with Jamal Badran, we were able to look at the varied 
collection of artifacts that this 89 -yeare-old artist-craftsman had 
made manually throughout his 40 productive years. 

After the burning oFAl Aqsa Mosque in 1972, he was assigned 
the difficult task of re-designing the minbar of Salah ed-Din. of 
which little is left. Accurate and painstaking work has been done 
to re-create this fsalmic masterpiece. 

Next week, a full feature will be presented about this skillful 

Arab craftsman. 


Did you know lhal a great treasure of Terra Cotta 
(fired day) figures of warriors was found in 1974 In 
Xian, a Chinese town, as peasants were digging for 

These statues were made in the Qin Dynasty {200-206 BC.) 

In earlier dynasties who believed in reincarnation, all those who 
served the departed monarch were interred with him. Later, this 
habit was deemed inefficient, and clay models were made of every 
person in the retinue: the soldiers, servants, ere. all to be laid 
along the departed monarch in the necropolis. 

Three pits have been excavated until now, each 252m x 230m 
large. The soldiers stood in rows of 70. the rear guards faced the 
back way, the Hanking guards looked to the sides. They carried real 
arms. The bodies, modelled in an arrested movement {like kneel- 
ing and pulling the string of a bow and arrow) were separate from 
the heads which were modelled to the likeness of each person. 

Of the 2000 soldiers excavated until now, each one has its own, 
individual features . The average height of a soldier figure is 1.8 
meters, some are taller, some shorter. 

They were painted but now the painting is faded. 

There were chariots made of bronze, with more than 1000 com- 
ponents { they weigh 100 kg.) They were covered with silver and 
gold. The horses had plumes and tassels on their heads. These 
were for the higher officials. 

The room where they were found had wooden roof-beams 
topped with straw mats and then topped with 1 meter of earth. 

The warlords had come to this necropolis, stole all the arms, 
and burned the place down. 



VIAGRA HITS HONG KONG, BUT WILL IT 
REPLACE TRADITIONAL IMPOTENCE CURES 


ffiires here, but sales aren't exactly 
Storming and Chinese medicine ven- 
JEr said Wednesday they aren't wor- 
thed about the modem impotence 


Itriig hurting their market for tradi- 

CH-CH-0 

:: jipnal remedies. 

i'iirjl think Hong Kong people prefer 
/Chinese medicine. Western medicine 
"diist cures one aspect and if you use it 
/for a long time, it has side effects," 
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Dramatic face showing Individual fsalurci 


juid one Chinese medicine shopkeeper 


‘who gave only her surname, Teng. 
Teng's alternative ro Viagra: a mix 


jWe of dried ginseng and deer penis to 
v be boiled and drunk once oi twice a 


^Veck.Hong Kong health authorities 
approved Viagra for sale in Hong Kong 


Pit Friday and the manufacturer. Pfizer 


Inc., has mslicd to get it into liic.il 
pharmacies. 


The local Cantonese name lor Vi.igr.i 


Is “Wei Yi Gong," or literally "groni 
and, moreover iron." 


But several drug stores • said 
Wednesday they haven't found any 
buyers for the little blue pills that 
enjoyed sensational sales when they 
were released in other countries. 

Pharmacist Pat Lee said he sees 
three or four people asking about 
Viagra every day, but so far no cus- 
tomers have come along. 

That could be in part because men 
who want Viagra haven't been able to 
get to the doctor quickly enough to 
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Organic 


Structure 


of Viagra 


get a prescription 


Dr. Peter Chan, chief of Urology and 
Kidney Transplantation at Prince of 
Wales Hospital, said the waiting list at 
his office is about 20 months for peo- 
ple without lire-threatening diseases. 

Pfizer hopes ro find n big market 
here. At least 200,000 men in Hong 
Kong suffer from erectile dysfunction, 
said Angel Choi. Pfizer's medical 
affairs manager. Choi Said it was too 
early for Pfizer to discuss how sales are 
going in Hong Kong. 
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Rut many Chinese men might prefer 


their traditional potency medicines - 
often using animal parts unseen in 
western pli, lunacies but widely avail- 
able in Hung Kong, mainland China 
and Taiwan. 

Pfizer says Viagra tan provide a 
quicker fix for those who want instant 
results. 

In mainland China, Viagra lias not 
been approved, hut hospitals have 
begun conducting clinical trials. An 
official at China's State Traditional 
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Chinese Medicine Bureau finished oil 


concerns that Viagra could muscle ira 
dition.il impotence cures mil uf tin. 
market. 

Chinese cures and Viagra each have 
their own advantages ami disadvan- 
tages. said the official, who gave his 
surname as Chen. 

"Chinese tradiiiuii.il medicines have 
fewer side effects," Chen said. 

Meanwhile an heihal potency prod- 
uct in mainland China, called "Wage," 
or “big brother" has already licensed u 
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similar name to Viagra's Chinese name. 
Pfizer dismissed its potential rival. 
People will see it as a different med- 
ication totally. The ingredients are dif- 
ferent, there's no sciemific proof ih.ii 
ii works. Choi said. 

Black markets for Viugiu have 
spuing up in Asian markets where it is 
not yet legal. 

lie I ore Hong Knug approved die 
sales, mainland Chilu-se bought the 
drug in hulk, often saying it would be 
i gift for friends hack home, .uruiding 
to one Hong Kong pharmacist who 
acknowledged selling Viagra bclore ii 
was legal and spoke only on condition 
of anonymity. 

Now, the black nnnkct pi ice fins fall- 
en to 1 Oil llong Kong dollars (US Sll) 
for a 100 milligram close, half ul what 
it peaked at L«i.m summer. Legal Viagra 
pills come in closes of just 50 mil- 
ligrams. in packs of four that cost 
about 300 ] long Krmg dollars {US S39). 
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